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It's graduation time, and students everywhere who have
completed education programs are donming academic regalia
and marching toward their diplomas to the stately tune of
“Pomp and Circumstance.” This final shared expenence with
their Class of 2026 usually includes truditions that date to
medieval times, along with other ceremonial flasr umgue to
cach school and class.

loday's graduation gowns are samilar to those wom by
scholars as far back as the 12* century, who used them to show
therr status, but also to keep warm in the unheated butldings of
their schools. The graduation cap, called a mortarboard, also
dates back to those same medicval scholars, whose headwear
signaled the ngor of their educational endeavors.

I'he tassel began as mere omamentation but has since
evolved to take on mercased symbolism. Moving the tassel
from one side of the cap to the other significs the student's
transformation from candidate to graduate, This ssmple act
carries several layers of meaning that represent the work
mvolved m carning a diploma and the transition from one
phase of life to the next. When a graduating class does this all
together duning their ceremony, it creates a special moment
of collective celebration for the shared accomphshment.

I'he playhst tor graduation features Edward Elgar's
“Pomp and Circumstance,” a processional march first
performed m 1902 to honor the coronation of King Edward
VII of Great Bntain. Three years later, Yale University played
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the song when it bestowed an
honorary degree on Elgar. After
that, the song
quickly became
the hallmark
theme of gr
Americi.
In this special scction, we -
students In our communitics who are
graduating with high school diplomas.

Congratulations, gmleﬂ!

Suwannee High School’s graduation will take place on Saturday, May 23, at 8§ p.m. It will be
held at Paul Langford Stadium, located at 302 Parshley St. S.W., in Live Qak.

B-.-uflalf;lomé SUPPLY
(386) 362-1235

610 11™ St., at the round-a-bout
Live Oak, Fla.

to our quuqc tte ( ‘ounty Speaaf‘
Olympics “Mighty Hornets' )
cheerleader program! We
know you're destined for
great things!

Country Strong Gym Mu.uu"

232 SE Induasroal Park

Muyws, Flu. 320466

(386) 854.0115
thecountrystromggymmayo gmai.com :

Variety of classes offered weekiy
Sifver Sneakers & One Pasy/Renew
Active Insirance accepted,

Markos Yadiel Aponte-Leon
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Alicia Aultman Andrea Baez Kevin Barrera-Mendoza

Dominic Bechtol Joshua Blair

Derrick Brock Reese Bronson Jinelle Brooks i iro- Carter Cannon

Latoya Carson Joshua Castaneda Isabella Cavazos Mackenzie Champagne

Shasselin Chavez-Cabrera Jason Chernry

Arianna Clay Akeria Clayton Maite Coello Rencurrell Maggie Combs Holden Corbin Liz Cortes Uribe

Call us fo'z all youz Reat Estate needs!

HABLAMOS ESPANOL

Superintendent Ronnie Gray
and the Suwannee
( ounty School Board Members

BRANFORD OFFICE LIVE OAK OFFICE
122 Suwannee Ave. SW, Branford, Fl. 32008 127 Howard St. E, Live Oa l Fl. 32064

(386)935.9271 | riverside@poolerealty.com  (386) 36 mw| info@paolerealty.com
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Kyan Cotton Blayne Crews Delilah Crews Alexis Cribbs Ines Davila Wyatt Davis

Charlotte Dunn Lester Estevez Gerardo Brooke Fernald Bailyn Fico
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Jayden Francis Naibi Franqueiro Yera Jose Franqui i i Abi Garcia-Esteban

Hannah Gibson i Paula Golub Yuridia Gomez-Ramos Jeyre Gonzalez

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: July 26, 2026
Early voting: August 8-15
Election Day: August 18

Update registration * Register to vote

Public Invited # = Become Engaged

Julissa Gonzalez Kevin Gonzalez-Lopez Brinley Gonzalez-Ricardo

Suwannee County Republican Party
www.florida.gop/Suwannee

CONGRATULATIONS,

. High School. Semors'.w
w‘-‘"
el T0da JZ you elebgte your

‘-*a ccom I"p"hs"h"m' ents -
Stomorrow,Yyou
help shape theifuture

oflour.community’l
£ FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK
Register to Vote Republican

WA
Celebrate your ¥ J.
graduate in style! 2l

“
Trendy looks & unique o
gifts they'll love. | \3 73 Stand with President Trump,
' Govemnor DeSantis, and
our Republican Team

Register to Vote online at
www.Florida.GOP/Register

o e I O v Bt s ol FL ORTDAG”SP C > Righengw -
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Ra'Darian Griffin i Jeremiah Hahn Julianne Hall

Samantha Hanssen Hailey Hawthorne Michael Hernandez Frenelson Herrington

Ja'Vian Hewitt Alin Hilario Mercedez Hill Maci Hingson Ta'Kailyn Howard Jayden James

2026

Kiera Jelks Jeana Johns
To Aliyah Starling,
1 am so0 proud of you! Always be
of like mind with God, be an
encourager, quick with that
beautsful smile & stay positive!
Love, Noni

Congr atulations to all Of our I Riyahna Jones Esmeralda Juarez-Calixto Kamry Keller
high school seniors from your
favorite pizza place!

PAPA JOHNSs

Better lngrodlonts Better Pizza.
Order O ns.com

DELIVERY!
Open until T1pm

Top Medicare Advantage

Companies You Might Recognize:

J Freedom/Optimum

J Cigna HealthSpring

J United Health Care

J WellCare JHumana

J Anthem J Cigna J Aetna
Accurate Health Plans is your one-stop-shop for getting Health and Medicare
insurance. Affordable Care; Short-Term Medical; Faith-Based Healthcare.

Helping Individuals and Families Find the Most Affordable and
Comprehensive Healthcare & Medicare Plans

M aI co l m H I “%s AREA AGENT: Anita Starling | AccurateHealthPlans.com

for School Board District 3 386-339-1995 | e ontsoccursohestpons.om | SE 2%
e r———p—— sl SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY! |SEks
|
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Brayan, La Rosa Alfonso Kamden Lang

Jamylai Leon i Lewi i i i Kallie Livecche

Simari Lot i Marah Malone i i Charlene Maximino-Romulo

Ashton McDonald Morris McEady

Jamiya McKennon Jokeria McMullen Jaimelis Melendez Brianna Middleton Maxi Miguel Sebastian

Wyatt Mills Victoria Minier Ny'Asia Montgomery Alexa Moore-Sinclair Arianna Morgan Keira Morgan

=
CONGRATULATIONS!
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Fence Services "{ ] J “w D e e s C&IAA 0/2026’

386-590-0201

it n i et Bl St | ,,.,,j - BUILDING STRONG
Joey Williams s ng s FENCES, BUILDING
| Rood hullml"” STRONGER /2 (001

i a Dak >
ogywnnamsEswnamsiencesenvices.com - et i d  w | o
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Adelaida Pablo-Jimenez Omar Pagan Gonzalez Annabelle Paramore

Bryson Parlato Joshua Pate

Yuliet Perez-Lugo da'Kayla Perkins Elizabeth Peterson Jaydon Piloto Ana Pino Omar Pino-Canjay

Wellianos

coffee
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Amarianna Plummer Jacari Polite i i i Kolby Riegel

Jude Rogers
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Hialeah Rosquete Shayinn Sanchez Duban Santos Natalie Sapp

Zoe Sapp Lillian Sasser Maddie Scarborough Samuel Schomburg Catarina Sebastian Katherine Seigler

JASON

CONGRATULATIONS

TO OUR

DISTRICT 7
GRADUATES

SEVEN YEARS

OF SERVING

DISTRICT 7

SEND JASON SHOAF BACK TO HOUSE
* DISTRICT 7 FOR HIS FINAL TERM
THIS NOVEMBER

TALLAHASSEE DISTRICT OFFICES

Contact Our Offices  g54 7175007  850.295.5680

Pd. Pol. Adv. Paid for By Protect Our Florida Values /
2100 Salzedo Street, Suite 200
Coral Gabies, FL 33134 /

FLORIDA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES - DISTRICT 7
| 4
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Thomas Sikes William Slaughter
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Grace Starling Autum Steckler

Mia Tilley Vanessa Toledano Mejia

Samantha Turner Albert Twiggs Brooke Van Swearingen

Austin Wardrep Austin Waters

Zaniya Wilson Randy Womble
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Brianna Woods

2026 GRADUATES

Leigha Sommers Melissa Soto-Hernandez Sophia Spiliotis

-

%

B |i!.'
14

&

-

P

-

_a

Dalton Taylor Addison Tenbroeck Ka'Mari Thompson

Camya Toombs Jayden Torres

Luzelina Vences A'Niyah Vaught

Hunter Watson Hannah Wells Destiny Williams

Damien Yardley Vanshika Zala

CONGRATULATIONS!
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RANDY NORRIS

FILL DIRT « LIMEROCK - CLAY - ASPHALT MILLINGS
DRIVEWAYS - HOUSEPADS

(386) 590-2756

e DT My,

Congratulations, Addyson Grace,
as you graduate high school. it has
been the joy of our lives watching
you grow up and evolve into a

bright, beautiful young lady. Go
conquer the world, sweet girl!
We love you,
Grandad and Mimi
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Branford High School’s graduation will take place on Friday, May 22, at 8 p.m. It will be held at the high school’s football stadium,
located at 405 N. Reynolds St., in Branford.

Branford High School’s valedictorian and salutatorian have not been announced as of Wednesday, May 13. Keep an eye out for
recognition of these individuals in a future edition of the Riverbend News.

Daniela Alvarez Allexiss Bailey i i Riley Barfield

Hayden Branch Jennifer Camarillo Carson Capallia James Cardona-Calderon Justyn Case Brandon Chavous

Diana Conde Carlos Contreras . Erin Contreras

Wyatt Derringer Julian Dowling

Cayden Fenton i Luke Garcia Myleigh Rae Gardner Kiera Grace

i Ozau Qu oS

@2

and the Suwannee County Sheriff's Office

o Sheriff St. John
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Tatiyana Hernandez Victor Hernandez Yaneli Hernandez Giancarlo Hinojosa Cansadie Huff
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Cailey Johnson Jaiyden Jones
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Jasmyne Maldonado Sarah Marsett Ethan McCall Sophia McCall Cristina Medina-Moreno

Deshauna Mitchell Cian Moats

Kassidy Moody Ashleigh Murray

Logan Richmond Joseph Robinson Noah Robinson

Faith Rousseau i Tripp Schultz
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Gavin Sexton Thomas Sikes Jackson Skinner
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Timothy Smith Blake SmithTillman Jacob Snider Breanne Snipes Emma Soride
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Caitlyn Stringer Jessie Sutton

Megan Whitt

Della Williams Tavia Williams Aubrey Wood Emalynn Worden

Wren Wilkerson
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Owen Yeomans

Quality laundry and dry cleaning
Same day service.

HOWARD STREET DRYCLEAN

705 W Howard Street
Live Oak, FL 32064

{386) 364-5211



Hamilton County High School

Hamilton County High School’s graduation will take place on Friday, May 22, at § p.m.
It will be held at the football stadium, located at 5683 U.S. 129, in Jasper.

Brandon Atwood Caleb Boatwright Carmani Brister

lzak Burnett Devin Carlisle Michelle Castro-Rios Keira Cline

Nevada Cooks Kaden Crider Janasia Daniels

Ja'nara Dumus Kimmy Ervine

Jakayden Floumoy Cathy Francisco Nayeli Franco Samuel Freestone Joseline Garcia-Rendon Rodrena Gibbons
Salutatorian

/\l = N . MECHANIC CELEBRATING THE

7 BRAKES

W= OIL CHANGES
386.792.1059

4661 US-41, JASPER, FL 32052

HCHS CLASS OF 2026!

MV116357

As a lifelong Hamilton County |
resident and former educator, it

CONGRATULATIONS brings me great joy to celebrate this

incredible group of graduates. Your journey

to all of the is just beginning, and your potential is

o | limitless. Wishing you success, happiness,
Haml_}tnn and bright futures ahead!
County

CONGRATULATIONS!

Menieca Kennedy
SCHOOL BOARD DISTRICT § CANDIDATE

Paid for by Menieca Kennedy for School Board District 5, Hamilton County.




). 026 GRADUATES RIVERBEND NEWS * Wednesday, May 20, 2026 * 13D

Stephon Gibbons Dyllan Grant Ana Hidalgo-Gregorio
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Alden Hines Alexandria Hughes Jaiden Hurst Keion'dre Jones Nicholas Kent
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Lilyann Law Hayli Marshall Jesus Martinez-Gregorio Breanna Matthews
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Kwan McCloud Jadis McFadden Dandre McRae lleana Paloma Mojica

Graduates!

Rena Morrison Silas Murr Best Of lUCk in your
future endeavors.
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Dylan Reddish @@@:jjg
WE ARE SO PROUD. OF !
YOU AND LOOK'

- -

CELEBRATING WITH YOU!/

Sun Kissed Tanning Salon
1114 NW U.S. Highway 41
Jasper, Florida 32052

ymali town salon, g :JI wenaerqy

Jamarin Pierce

v AL

Congratulations; Trojans!VourRride)
Spirit, and Tradition MakeOur,
Community,Stronger

% SCHOOL DISTRICT OF M
e HAMILTON COUNTY mA

Lee Wetherington-Zamora, Superintendent *
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Hayden Tabor John Richard Thomas Carlos Andres Tomas Alfonso Trejo Janariyah Webb Summer Willis
Valedictorian

T

1

Class of 2026!

LAFAYETTE, SUWANNEE AND HAMILT ON COUNTIES |

Ashley Worley Camden Wright Lindrose Lakota Yeomans Triston Derrick Fry

Jacob Michael Johns

Hamilton County Board of
County Commissioners

)”uwmmu Piued
Faderal Cradit Union

Congratulations to
st www.suwanneenverfcu.com our H am ilt(’ n COlln t,v
203 Pinewood Way S, Live Oak, Fla. 32064 Hi = h School sénioks!
(386) 362-2225 : T B Serving

1150 US Highway 41 NW | R ROOTE PUMPS "7
Suite 4, Jasper, Fla. 32052 . . £ Fauns
386) 792-2301 SEPTIC  coee
( ) > . § (386 938-1188 (gl

VISIT US TODAY!

savation services tallored t«
ial, and industrial projects, With year

state-of-the-art equipment, and a team of skilled professionals, »

{0 providing precision, efficiency, and reliability in every job we undertaks
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EXCLUSIVE
PHOTO GALLERIES

ON SMUGMUG
FOR JUST $ 25!

HOW TO BUY OUR PHOTOS:

Go to RiverbendNews.SmugMug.com

_—

=

Click on any photo in the gallery you would like to
" purchase.

Click “Buy Photo” _

Click “Downloads” Downloads

Select your usage type - either personal use or
" commercial use ( this is typically for adveritising)

O 0 b u P

Select either Gallery to purhase the entire gallery OR
select Photo to buy that individual image.

SngMUg RiverbendNews.SmugMug.com
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Lafayette High School’s graduation took place on Friday, May 15.
It was held at the high school, located at 160 N.E. Hornet Ln., in Mayo.

Danesi Aguilar
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Chrislet Aguirre-Cruz Brantlee Ahrens Sergio Arreguin Julian Azbill Andrew Barnes Gavin Barnes

Kade Brannon

Carra Clark Addisyn Condy Elena Cook Dayla Daniels Taylor Donaway Landon Fee

- A7 17, ; Silas Fletcher Andrew Greenawalt
%f%@yéc% i Z@é\/gj% , | f

YOUR FUTURE IS WORTH
PROTECTING.
Call today for a free quote on your
auto & life insurance coverage.
Devin Hingson Lance A. Braswell

Agent Agency Manager
devan. Angson @ fow.com nce. trasweaY ol Mo, com

(386) 294-1399
andeflmduraat . com FARM
W Fandedfimd BUREAU

PGURANCE

Arianna Haft Kaleb Harris

247 Claims Service « Co¥ 1 (388) 275-7322

We Love to see our trash cans around town 1

. _ g <
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.
o A\ 2l @ s R -3 wid i
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] ] ’ g : Carolina Hernandez-Flores
- L% @ ’-'??.-‘ / '

Where'our

Poy’s Sanitation, LLC Js & family-owned,
local business that provides residential

2 7 ; ,/" / '
mdammenaitashpikoe o takes care of / /44!

Churches (

Sign up and get one 96.gallon FREE weekly pick up
First Responders, Law Enforcement, Dispatchers, Military and Nurses —
Sign up and get 1 month FREE

Providing residential trash pick-up for all of
Suwannee, Hamilton, Lafayette, Taylor,
Madison and Jefferson Counties.

(855) 563-9400

www.popssanitation.com

C'Koria Hill Parker Hill Mackenzie Hilton
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Harrison Jackson
Salutatorian

Brooke Lamb Devin Mathis
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Sara McDuffie Christina Moore Pearl Moreno
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Kambry Moseley Juan Paz-Gardia Zeela Platt Pablo Posada
Valedictorian

Kendall Prine Francisco Sarmiento Byron Stevenson

Joseph Swords

Emiliano Tovar Brycen Troutman Piper Wagenman Saren Walker Tywan Williamson Kaeden Woods

Congratulations Class of 2026!
Whether you're continuing your studies or

IAFAYE T entering the workforce, we wish you
STATE BANK much success and a bright future.

PROUDLY SERVING LAFAYETTE, SUWANNEE AND GILCHRIST SINCE 1946 g0

LIVE OAK - MAYO ' BRANFORD | = BELL
(386) 330-2626 | (386) 294-1901 | (386) 935-6363 | (352) 463-270C

Meantar

DK LafayetteStateBank.com @¥
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Westwood Christian School

Westwood Christian School’s graduation will take place at 6 p.m. on Thursday, May 21. It will be held in the Westwood Baptist Church
sanctuary, located at 920 11" St. S.W.,, in Live Oak.

Westwood Christian School’s valedictorian and salutatorian have not been selected as of Wednesday, May 13. Keep an eye out for recognition
of these individuals in a future edition of the Riverbend News.

Audrey Hogan

Lauren Martin

Holy Cross Christian Academy’s
graduation will take place at 7 p.m. on
Saturday, June 6. It will be held at Camp
Weed, located at 11057 Camp Weed PL., in
Live Oak.

Holy Cross Christian Academy’s
valedictorian and salutatorian have not
been selected as of Wednesday, May 13,
Keep an eye out for recognition of these
individuals in a future edition of the
Riverbend News.

3 ak |
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Elissia Boggs

Joseph Durbin Dakota Gomez Daniel Greeley

Brianna Sivik

Tahernacle
Christian
School

Ben Rouse

Kylie Steinbach

Conner Sykes Cayden Blace Williams
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Melody Christian Academy

Melody Christian Academy’s graduation took place on Thursday, May 14, It was held at the church, located at 10046 U.S. 129 S., in Live Oak.

Dayla Galvin Maddox Hancock Jonathon Hand
Valed;donan

Lighthouse
Christian
Chandler Montgomery Aca demv

Valedictorian

Lighthouse Christian Academy's
graduation took place on Tuesday, May
12. It was held at Lighthouse Christian
Center, located at 772 FL 51, in Mayo.

'y
Malynn Neely
Salutatorian

Wyatt Hillwig
Corinth Christian Academy’s graduation will take place on Saturday, May 23, at 10 a.m. Salutatorian
It will be held at the academy, located at 1285 Florida St., in Jennings.

Jace Campbell

Kate Simmerson

Katelynn Melvin Peyton Smith Ricky Smith
Valedictorian

| GRADUATES
CLASS
- OF L
2026
Christopher Snipes
Hunter Thomas Andres Vargason Aiden Wetherington
Salutatorian

CLASS OF

f % ongra lulla t/wm" )
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Connor Snipes
Valedictorian
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QUITMAN LOCATIONS!

ZOZLCHEVY MALIBU LT SEDAN 2022 BUICK ENCORE GX 2023 BUICK ENCLAVE ESSENCE 2022 HONDA HR-V LX SUV 2023 HONDA PASSPORT ELITE
. ) C2022 sz | {1 cioze Q250077M &

o - —————————y

\ CrewlCap"64 Box

2022 GMCACADIA SLE

2020 GMCYUKON 2023 JEEP RENEGADE
QUSTZ9A : 1976 — ..—-

l"’a-

2025 RAM 5500 CHASSIS CAB H 2025 RAM 1500 LARAMIE 4X4 20 2023 RAM 1500 LIMITED 4X4
& BAnan UMD Uaas U539 FAR UL L ' 02601154

2022 RAM 1500 BIG HORN 2019 RAM ALL-NEW 1500
QUS435 QU34a0A

N S U ERCRE Y

2023 GMC SIERRA 1500 2020 GMC SIERRA 1500 SLE 2023 GMC SAVMM CARGO 2500
1979 C2058M ‘

REGULAR WHEELBASE

1506) SOBRRTT oot i
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