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By Susan K. Lamb  
Riverbend News 
 

A Christmas night gathering in the Old Sugar Mill 
Farm subdivision off State Road 51 in Live Oak ended 
in tragedy when six people were burned by a backyard 
campfire and one of those injured died. 

Suwannee County Fire Rescue (SCFR) was called 

on Friday, Dec. 25,  around 8 p.m. and, upon arrival, 
found a campfire burning in the backyard with several 
persons around it who had sustained burn injuries 
requiring immediate medical attention. 

"It was a family gathering with a campfire and a 
person did die," said Suwannee County Sheriff Sam St. 
John. "They had a family gathering behind the house," 
he said. St. John said a person at the home poured 

some type of flammable liquid on the fire. "He didn't 
think there was anything in there to cause that type of 
flame. Six were injured, all six went to Gainesville," St. 
John said. "Three by life-flight, including the lady who 
died and three by ambulance," he stated. The sheriff's 
office’s official report was not complete by press time. 

SCFR Chief Eddie Hand said the state fire 
marshal's office is investigating 

Six burned, one dead in tragic Christmas night fire

By Hamilton County Sheriff's 
Office  
Contributor 

 
The Hamilton County 

Sheriff's Office will be 
conducting driver's license and 
vehicle inspection checkpoints 
during the weeks of Friday, Jan. 
1, 2021, until Wednesday, 
March 31, 2021, in Hamilton 
County. 

Recognizing the danger 
presented to the public by 
defective vehicle equipment, 
deputies will concentrate their 
efforts on vehicles being 
operated with defects such as 

bad brakes, worn tires and 
defective lighting equipment. In 
addition, attention will be 
directed to drivers who violate 
the driver's license laws of 
Florida. 

The sheriff's office has 
found these checkpoints to be an 
effective means of enforcing the 
equipment and driver's license 
laws of Florida, while ensuring 
the protection of all motorists. 

The checkpoints will be 
located at: US-41, CR-145, NW 
16th Ave., CR-751, CR-25A, 
SR-6 W, SR-6 E, CR-141, CR-
143, CR-51, CR-249 and 
SR-129. 

HCSO conducts driver's 
license and vehicle 

inspection checkpointsBy Rick Patrick  
Riverbend News 

 
District Seven State Representative 

Jason Shoaf (R-Port St. Joe), announced 
that he will host a legislative meeting in 
Mayo on Thursday, Jan. 
7. The meeting will take 
place in the County 
Commissioner meeting 
room, located on the 
second floor of the 
Lafayette County 
Courthouse, at 120 W 
Main St., in Mayo. The 
meeting is scheduled to begin at 5 p.m.  

This meeting is held each year prior 
to the legislative session, which is 
scheduled to convene in Tallahassee on 
Tuesday, March 2. The local meeting 

with the legislative delegation, which 
includes State Senator Loranne Ausley 
(D-Tallahassee), gives local officials, 
citizens and others the opportunity to 
make their voices heard directly to their 
representatives. "Senator Ausley and I 

are honored to represent 
the residents of Lafayette 
County in the 
legislature," said Rep. 
Shoaf. "I look forward to 
convening locally, here in 
Lafayette County, and 
discussing state issues 

that are of interest to local 
officials and residents. 

For more information regarding the 
meeting, please contact Rep. Shoaf's 
office at (850) 508-3207, or by email at 
JessicaHolley@myfloridahouse.gov.  

Rep. Shoaf and Sen. Ausley to hold 
legislative meeting

By Susan K. Lamb  
Riverbend News 

 
Harbor Freight Tools has announced it 

has signed a deal to open a new location in 
the City of Live Oak. That location will be 
in the Old Goody's retail store next to Save 
A Lot and Roses Express. The new store 
will be located at 1527 Ohio Avenue South 
behind Walgreens. It is expected to open 
early next year, according to a press release 
from Harbor Freight. A grand opening date 
will be announced closer to opening.  

Construction is already underway 
using local workers and companies from 
the surrounding area, the release states. 

Harbor Freight Tool's new store in Live Oak will be a boost to the economy 
and work force as the release states. Harbor Freight Tools offers a competitive 
starting rate along with best-in-class retail benefits and provides stability and the 
opportunity to advance in a company which continues to grow with more than 
21,000 associates and more than 1,100 locations nationwide. "We've been looking 
to open a location in Live Oak for a number of years so we can provide the tools 
and equipment at tremendous values to the community," said Trey Feiler, Harbor 
Freight Tools Senior Vice President, Real Estate and Construction. "In addition to 
finding a great location, we were attracted by the availability of great associates in 
the Live Oak area, and we look forward to having them join the Harbor Freight 

team." Interested applicants may apply 
online at www.harborfreightjobs.com/retail 
and search "Live Oak, Fla." Hiring is 
expected to begin immediately as the store 
is expected to bring between 25 and 30 
new jobs to the community, including sales 
and logistic supervisors, senior associates 
and seasonal opportunities as well. 

This is the third big business this 
month to announce new locations in 
Suwannee County and the City of Live 
Oak. Those include Binderholz timber, 
Popeyes and now Harbor Freight Tools; all 
in a year when America has suffered 
greatly from the COVID-19 pandemic with 
shutdowns, job losses, massive illnesses 

and deaths. 
"Harbor Freight has been looking to locate in Live Oak for at least a year or 

more," Live Oak Development Manager/Zoning and Land Development 
Regulation Administrator George Curtis said. "Options were to build a new store 
or renovate and move into an existing tenant space. With the closing of Goody's 
store at the old K-Mart Plaza (now Live Oak 

Harbor Freight Tools to open a store in Live Oak

By Lee Trawick  
Riverbend News 

 
 It started at Langford Stadium for Braxtyn Green 

long before he ever put on the green and white jersey 
for the Suwannee High School Bulldogs varsity 
football team.  

His journey started as the ball boy for the 
Suwannee Bulldogs varsity football team, where he 
would goof around before and during halftime at the 
home games. It was there, he would kick field goals 
and punt with his friends, oblivious to the idea that 

someone may be watching. But Mr. and Mrs. Green 
quickly took notice that he could really kick. 
Understanding the notion that all parents think their 
kids are great at everything, they kept their thoughts 
to themselves. After all, baseball seemed to be the 
sport he was excelling in.  

Green spent the rest of his summer kicking with a 
serious agenda. "I realized when I was about 12-
years-old, that I really liked kicking. I saw that I was 
pretty good at it too, so I started taking it more serious 
then," stated Green. With kicking not being a major 
priority in little league 

Green ranks as a national kicker
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Harbor Freight Tools is coming to Live Oak. Their location will be in the old Goody's 
retail store, next to Save A Lot and Roses Express, located at 1527 Ohio Avenue South, 
behind the Walgreens in Live Oak.



Each year many people make 
one or more New Year's 
Resolutions. Some are kept and 
some are not. 

I thought about the making of 
New Year's resolutions. This year, 
the only one I am going to make 
is to continue to try and be 
thankful. 

Considering what the nation 
has gone through, one might say 

"Bullard, aren't you being a bit 'Polyannish?'" You 
remember the movie classic" Pollyanna," the little 
girl who always looked on the bright side and, in 
so doing, caused others around her to look on the 
bright side? 

Finding fault is easy and, as a very wise lady I 
once knew said to me, "Honey, some people are 
just born naturally discontent." Some people are. 
Most happy people don't create a lot of drama for 
themselves or others, but keep an eye on those 
who are discontent because they can take a one 
car funeral and make an issue out of it for 
themselves and, at least the funeral director if 
there's no one else present! 

During this coming year, I am going to eat my 
black-eyed peas and greens with gusto. I am 
going to wish myself and those I hold most dear a 
Happy New Year before I turn in. Primarily, I am 
going to thank God for blessing me to see one 
more year. 

Black eyed peas and greens. I will, once 
again, express to you why southerners, no matter 

the racial group, eat these on New Year's Day. Let 
me express, they are DELICIOUS if prepared 
correctly and that is a big factor. Black-eyed peas, 
rice (if you want it), collard greens and cornbread, 
all seasoned "just right," is good eating! 

During the War Between the States, United 
States Federal General William Tecumseh 
Sherman promised US President Abraham 
Lincoln he would present Georgia to him as a 
conquered state of the Confederate States of 
America on Christmas 1864. He delivered. He 
also promised he would see to it that a "crow 
flying across Georgia" from Atlanta to Savannah 
would have to "carry his own rations in a carry 
bag," because the conquering troops would pillage 
and take all they could. They did. 

In fact, there were only two places in the state 
not completely burned or pillaged in Sherman's 
famous march from Atlanta to the sea. Madison, 
Georgia because a relative of Sherman's former 
roommate at West Point lived there, and General 
Sherman swore that Madison, Georgia, was so 
beautiful he simply didn't have the heart to 
destroy it. It is a beautiful city. If you've never 
been there, I encourage you to visit. 

When General Sherman and his troops 
reached Savannah, the citizens of Savannah, an 
old and very advanced city culturally, rather than 
meeting their conquerors with disdain, Savannah's 
citizens met them with graciousness, bringing 
gifts of flowers, food, offering invitations for 
entertainment and some of the finest homes for 
hosting the Federal conquerors. Now, to use a 

good old southern expression, what they did, for 
most, was "sincerely insincere," but they did it 
just the same. It saved their city from destruction. 

New Year's Day 1865 dawned bleak for most 
of the conquered state of Georgia not too much to 
eat. Food was not plentiful. However, Sherman 
and his troops felt that dried field peas were only 
good for livestock food and most were unsure of 
what collard greens were. The conquered citizens 
of Georgia soaked their dried black-eyed peas, 
picked their collards, and if they could find some 
seasoning meat, they prepared a nutritious and 
filing meal. This is the reason to this day that 
black-eyed peas and greens remain the favored 
New Year's Day meal for the citizens of the south. 

In closing, I leave you with part of the lyrics 
of one of my very favorite Stephen Foster songs. 
It says it all. 

"Let us pause in life's pleasures 
And count its many tears 
While we all sup sorrow with the poor 
There's a song that shall linger 
Forever in our ears, 
Oh! Hard times come again no more 
This the song, the sigh of the weary 
Hard times, hard times, come again no more 
Many days you have lingered 
Around my cabin door 
Oh! Hard times come again no more." 
From the Eight Mile Still on the Woodpecker 

Route north of White Springs, wishing you a day 
filled with joy, peace and above all, lots of love 
and laughter. Happy New Year!!

2021 is here! Hallelujah! I 
don't think there has ever been 
another year in history that 
everyone in the entire world has 
wanted to see gone more than the 
year 2020! 

Usually, at the end of 
December, we are all saying, 
"Where has the time gone?" But 
this year has seemed to have 
lasted FOREVER! And sadly, we 
look back and have very few 

memories of anything, for we have not been able 
to conduct our lives as we normally do.  

2020 was hard on all of us. Although my 
businesses didn't close down, I have a lot of 
friends whose businesses did have to shut down 
and they suffered a lot more than I have. I have 
friends that lost their jobs and I have friends that 
are still unemployed because of the shutdowns. I 
have had friends that endured the coronavirus; 
some wouldn't have even known they had it if it 
hadn't been for a positive test result; some only 
knew because they lost their taste and smell; 
some had very mild symptoms; while others 
became very sick. But my biggest heartbreak, of 
2020, was losing my friend, Joe Diffie, to 

complications brought on by the coronavirus.  
Through all the trials and tribulations of this 

past year, God was still very present in my life. 
God blessed me with another year of good health, 
He has kept my businesses alive and still 
growing, blessed me with the opportunity to start 
a brand-new newspaper, the Riverbend News, 
and, of course, still continued to bless my family 
beyond measure in all other aspects. 

But, MY biggest news of 2020 … was the 
birth of my grandson, Logan Michael Riley. I 
dedicated my column to him, just a few weeks 
ago, when he was born. He is, by far, my best and 
happiest thing for the entire year of 2020. 

He is now almost three weeks old and is 
already growing and changing so fast. It is a true 
miracle to watch the growth of a baby/child.  

I raised two daughters and have a two-year-
old granddaughter. So, with the birth of this new 
grandson I enter into an unexplored territory. I 
grew up as a tomboy with two brothers and my 
two daughters both grew up as tomboys who also 
loved sports, four-wheelers and hunting; but I 
foresee myself needing to throw a football more 
and participating in more rambunctious activities, 
with Logan, than my past and present children 
activity knowledge, that I have.  

So, as we leave 2020 behind us and embrace 
the opportunity to begin 2021 with a fresh 
perspective and a sense of optimism, let's all 
leave behind the hurts and disappointments of the 
year; but let's bring forward our happiness and 
joy we found throughout the year. I, for one, have 
a lot to look forward to!  

As I enter into 2021, I will pray for my 
family and their health … for my family is my 
backbone. I will pray for strength, courage and 
wisdom to make 2021 all it should be. And I will 
pray for myself … to become everything God 
wants me to be and for me to be the best that I 
can possibly be! 

I pray these same things for all of you, our 
faithful readers.  Thank you for spending another 
year with us.   

Please remember to give us a call or email us 
if you have anything you would like covered or if 
you have something that you think we should 
know about.  We would love to hear from you! 
My wish for 2021, as a business, is that we can 
grow and cover YOUR news even more fully 
than we do now! 

Happy New Year to all of our faithful 
readers.  May God bless each and every one of 
you! 

Emerald’s Gem Box: Happy New Year!
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After the post-election dust settles, both 
parties have to take a serious look at their 
strengths and weaknesses in the previous 
campaign cycle. After the 2020 cycle, Republicans 
have a lot of work to do when it comes to 
answering the question: "What happened?" 
Overall, the 2020 election was a successful cycle 
for the Republican Party. In an election where 
there were predictions of a blue wave, 
Republicans are on-track to keep their Senate 
majority and have shrunk Nancy Pelosi's 
Democratic majority to only a few seats. As a 
matter of fact, Republicans maintained control of 
their state legislatures and even flipped the state 
legislature in New Hampshire. Here in Florida, 
Democrats lost by nearly 3.4% and Republicans 
gained seats in both the chambers of the Florida 
Legislature. However, it's not all peaches and 
cream for the Republican Party. Regardless of 
whether or not you believe there was massive 
fraud in the election, nearly every indicator points 
to former Vice President Joe Biden entering the 
Oval Office on January 20th. I am not here to 
argue about that. 

The Republican Party was founded in 1854 in 
opposition to the evil of slavery. Ever since then, 
Republicans have upheld their conservative 

principles of free-markets, American 
exceptionalism, and family values. Conservatives 
start with the knowledge that America is the 
greatest nation on earth, and our ideology is 
shaped by that. At the 2020 Republican National 
Convention, Ambassador Nikki Haley said, 
"America isn't perfect. But the principles we hold 
dear are perfect. If there's one thing I've learned, 
it's that even on our worst day, we are blessed to 
live in America." We can contrast this with our 
opponents; many Democrats have a very negative 
perspective. The far-left would rather you believe 
that America simply does not work for the average 
person. When I see genocides in China, human 
trafficking in Pakistan, and famine in North 
Korea, I thank God that I live in the Land of the 
Free.  

Upon reflection, I offer this fact: in the races 
that Republicans campaigned on their core 
principles, Republicans won. When Republicans 
resorted to name-calling, fear-mongering, and 
division, we lost. Republicans must remember that 
the Republican Party isn't about one person - it's 
about fighting for conservative principles. Instead 
of focusing on our values, many Republicans 
would rather focus on the Democrats. If we can 
focus on our core values, Republicans will win - 

and we won't have to worry about the Democrats.  
 That's why I am calling on all of us to be 

better Republicans. It's time for us to put the 
divisions of the 2020 election behind us. It's time 
to unblock that liberal friend on Facebook. It's 
time to turn off the news for a few minutes and 
think about how great America really is. It's time 
to be thankful for the blessings of liberty, justice 
and equality. 

 
Dawson Jackson, 

Lafayette County Republican Party Chairman 
 

Dawson Jackson is the chairman of the 
Lafayette County Republican Executive Committee 

and serves as a member of the Republican Party 
of Florida State Executive Committee.

 Letter to the Editor: Being better Republicans

The following couples have applied for a marriage 
license in Suwannee County for the dates of Dec. 21-
25: 

Willie Kyle Greene to Riley Madison Boss •
Kevin Aaron Ramirez to Juanita Aguilar Martinez •
Michael Daniel Cardona to Nola Marie Votava •

Suwannee County 
marriage licenses



football and not much different at the 
junior varsity level; it would take great 
discipline to work on a craft that he 
would not showcase for three more 

years. But going into his ninth grade season, Green didn't know that 
he was gearing up for his final year of junior varsity football. With 
his phenomenal abilities, it did not take long before Coach Hall saw 
he was ready to be a weapon on the varsity level for the Suwannee 
High School Bulldogs.  

His transition would be met with a little resistance, not from his 
teammates, but an injury a week before the opening game of the 
season. Coach Hall commended Green on his strong work ethic and 
discipline to his craft, to focus on the small details it took to get him 
back onto the field to help his team. It was then that Coach Hall 
really noticed something special in Green. The more he watched 
Green and got to know him, the more he noticed that Green had the 
leg and character to help his team. So, Coach Hall, as all great 
coaches do that care about their kids, began looking deeper into 
Green. What kind of grades does he have? What kind of student is 
he? All questions Coach Hall knew must be answered in order for 
Green to set himself up for the next level. Come to find out, he was 
a great student with a 3.95 GPA. But there were still plenty of 
unanswered questions for this young man. The most basic being, 
how will he handle the pressure under the lights when a game is on 
the line? He showed glimpses of his mental makeup just by staying 
focused on rehabbing his injury and getting back on the field in the 
timely manner that he did. But with a stadium looking upon you to 
win the game, with his teammates holding their breaths after 
fighting hard for four quarters, it all comes down to a final moment. 
It was Green's first game back from his injury as well as his first 
game at the varsity level. Even while being the youngest player on 
the field, he was not fazed. Without hesitation, he grabbed his 
helmet and trotted onto the field as if he was a veteran who had been 
there hundreds of times.  

Green earned this position from his coach by showing through 
his preparation, he was ready for this moment. With everyone on the 
edge of their seat, Green went through his routine of approach in his 
mind. He understood that this was a big moment, but to him it was 
just another kick.  

Green lined up on the left hash mark from 19 yards out and 
gave the nod to go. Chaos ensued, but none of that mattered for the 
freshman phenom as he crushed Godby High School's hopes and 
propelled his Suwannee High School Bulldogs to a victory. Looking 
back on that moment, Coach Hall remembers that the moment was 
big, not only for Green, but for the Suwannee program as well. 
"What a pressure moment that was for him, and such a growing 
moment for him also," said Coach Hall.  

Time and time again, Green came up big for the Bulldogs that 
season. Coach Hall was excited for Green's potential in the 
classroom as well as on the field. Coach Hall had mentioned to 
Green about a punt, pass and kick competition that he should check 
into. Upon his father checking, they came across Kicking World, a 
camp/showcase geared for college prospect kickers and punters, that 
garners all the top prospect kickers in the nation on one field.  

But first, he had to travel through a gauntlet of obstacles in 
order to earn an invite. A gauntlet that began with 1200 competitors 
throughout the nation. Being only a sophomore, Green and his 
family understood the odds were stacked against him. However, his 
journey began in Orlando, Fla., in March 2020.  

It was in Orlando that the awards began to mount up, with 
Green winning the Golden Boot Award; which is the award for 
overall best kicker. These young men were measured by their 

distance and their hang time. They would have to meet both in order 
to qualify to move on to the next round. After conquering the 
Orlando Kicking World competition, he was awarded the 
opportunity to advance to Atlanta, Ga. There, he earned awards such 
as the kickoff competition winner, as well as again the Golden Boot 
winner.  

This not only propelled him to the final competition in Austin, 
Texas, but also landed him on the Hot Prospect List. This list is 
compiled of young men who have gained attention by NCAA 
Division 1 or Division 2 to be a college prospect. To be called a Hot 
Prospect, you are considered to be in the top three to five percent of 
kickers on kickingworld.com. There are also 16 others factors to 
determine if you can garner the attention of Division 1 or 2 colleges. 

Green would find himself with high praises and expectations 
going into the Austin, Texas invitational showcase. As CEO and 
President of Kicking World, Brent Grablachoff sang high praises of 
Green after catching his attention with his "wow factor 
performances at other camps throughout the nation that consist of 22 
major cities and 30 states with over 1200 competitors." With all the 
hype surrounding the underclassman, Green faced all of the top 
kickers in the nation in this two-day showcase. With 90 contestants, 
Green approached this opportunity as, "I understand this is a big 
deal; but I approach every kick as just an extra point," said Green. 
"So, to me, kicking is just kicking. Line it up and go kick it."  

Day one, Saturday, Dec. 5, was set for charting (kicking and 
setting their stats) along with a few classroom sessions that involved 
how to deal with the high profile college recruiting process, as well 
as a session with a sports psychiatrist to help with their mental 
approach on the field.  

On day two, Sunday, Dec. 6, the final showcase was set to 
begin. This consisted of the upperclassmen on the main field, while 
the underclassmen had to earn their way onto the main field in order 
to compete in the overall showcase of each event. Green again 
excelled through the first four of seven total rounds in order to 
qualify for the overall showcase. Green found himself in the main 
showcase in all three events.  

While Green did not walk away as the showcase champion, he 
proved his spot in the top three to five percent throughout the nation. 
According to kickingworld.com, Green is ranked number 15 in the 
nation on kickoffs, averaging 63 yards and 3.74 seconds of 
hangtime. He is also ranked number 32 in the nation on punts, 
averaging 31 yards and a hangtime of 3.6 seconds. He is ranked at 
number 17 in the nation as a place kicker (field goals), with his 
longest being 55 yards. Overall, Green is ranked as the fourth best 
kicker in the nation of underclassmen. 

Green comes back home to Suwannee County as a kicking 
prodigy. Football is not his only interest; he is currently midway 
through his soccer season. Then, he will gear up for his sophomore 
baseball season. He attends Melody Church, in Live Oak, where he 
plays the drums for the choir. While Green is a well-rounded young 
man, he understands the gift God has bestowed upon him with his 
kicking abilities at such a young age, and continues to work on his 
craft, kicking, about four days a week. As his parents continue to 
watch Green grow, they are often surprised by the attention he has 
so quickly gathered along his young journey. While they are very 
proud of him and always support him, it is obvious their influence is 
geared towards Green being a well-rounded and respectful, humble 
young man. The rest is icing on the cake.  

Congratulations to Braxtyn Green on his young success, and we 
all look forward to continue following Green as he plays for the 
Suwannee High School Bulldogs football, soccer and baseball 
teams.

Center, LLC), the timing was just what 
was needed, and a suitable space 
became available for them to occupy." 
Curtis said a comprehensive set of 

commercial alteration and renovation plans were submitted in late 
October and building permits have been issued by the city. Regular 
inspections of the ongoing work have been taking place and work 
is proceeding at a very fast pace. Curtis added he doesn't have 
knowledge of the opening date, but he expects an early 2021 
completion of the renovations work. 

Curtis feels new occupancy in an existing space will continue 
the trend for businesses to positively contribute to the economic 
viability of the south-end shopping and school district of the city. 
"Once completed, this new business for the city is expected to be a 
shopping destination for local and regional residents in Suwannee 
and surrounding counties," Curtis said proudly. 

Suwannee County is also the recipient of pride as these new 
businesses come into the county and city. "We had reached out to 
Harbor Freight early and when the former Goody’s became 
available, we were happy to hear Harbor Freight Tools was coming 
to that site in the southern part of the City of Live Oak," Suwannee 

County Economic and Tourist Development Director Jimmy Norris 
said. Norris added that Live Oak’s incoming city manager George 
Curtis was a vital part of this company coming to Live Oak. Norris 
commended Curtis for his efforts in getting Harbor Freight to open 
a store in the city. "George Curtis and I have been working together 
so well, we hope we can grow that relationship between the city 
and the county for the future and for economic development," 
Norris added. Norris said he is glad to have new businesses coming 
into parts of the county and city where real estate is ready for 
occupancy and available. 

There is still one large store available for new businesses just 
across the street…the former Publix Supermarket. Curtis suggests 
that too may soon have tenants. "With Publix recently vacating 
their prior location across the street, we have a similar opportunity 
to work with the South Oaks Shopping Center property owners to 
attract one or more new businesses to locate in the space. As 
always, our experienced and dedicated community development 
team of employees will work hard to ensure the ongoing and future 
success for our City of Live Oak," Curtis said. Who that may be is 
the talk of the town but so far, no official confirmation on who will 
occupy that store has been confirmed. 

Green 
Cont. from page 1

this along with SCFR Fire Marshal Tim 
White and the Suwannee County 
Sheriff's Office. 

SCFR Fire Marshal Tim White is 
in charge locally of investigating this fire situation for SCFR. "It was 
a family gathering on Christmas night where they had a recreational 
fire in the back of their yard," stated White. "The fire was going out 

and someone poured a flammable liquid, unclear at this point what 
that was and it caused a vapor explosion with several injuries due to 
it." White said the cause is under investigation by him as the local fire 
marshal in partnership with the Florida Bureau of Fire and Arson 
Investigations Law Enforcement Investigator Brock Dietz. Due to 
HIPAA laws, which must be observed by rescue personnel, White 
nor Hand were able to comment further.

Fire 
Cont. from page 1

Harbor Freight 
Cont. from page 1
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By Cheltsie Holbrook  
Riverbend News 

 
Riverbend News will be closed on 

Friday, Jan. 1, in celebration of New Year’s 
Day.  

Due to the holiday, all content and paid 
advertisements for the Wednesday, Jan. 6 
edition will be due by Thursday, Dec. 31 at 
10 a.m.  

The office of Riverbend News wishes 
everyone a safe and healthy New Year. 
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By Danny Federico  
Riverbend News 

 
Meet Serenity Castanon, the founder and owner of Serenity's Scents. 

At only 10-years-old, this native of O'Brien, Fla., makes her own car 
fresheners, which she calls "Freshies." 

Unlike most kids these days, Castanon started her business this past 
summer, saying, "I was tired of spending my time on my phone and other 
electronics and I wanted to be more productive." She said she wanted to 
start her own business, so she threw some ideas around with her mom 
and dad. "Then my Freshie business was created!" 

Although she didn't want to give away all of her secrets, Castanon 
revealed she learned to make car fresheners from the video platforms, 
TikTok and YouTube. "I'm not giving all of my secrets out, but they are 
made from a certain type of beads, coloring powder and fragrance oil," 

she said. 
Castanon sells 

regular Freshies for $8 each and Oopsies, which 
are combo packages with multiple scents, for $3. 
Bulk orders of 20 or more also receive a discount. 

"I want to thank everyone who has supported 
me so far on my business journey," Castanon said. 
"You helped me see that even at 10-years-old, I 
can achieve the goals I have set for myself." 
Although she has sold out of all of her Freshies for 
this season, she wants the community to know 
she's planning on offering more products next 
year. "One thing I'm looking into is learning how 
to make wax melts and possibly candles," she 
said. "So stay tuned!"
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Real Estate and 
AUCTIONS
Consignment auctions held 
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Authorized Aermotor Windmill Distributor 
Native and Deep South Trailers

AB2073     AU2847     DK658403

6212 U.S. Hwy 129 N. • Live Oak, FL 32060 • (386) 362-3300
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Monja Slater, Agent 
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OObbiittuuaarriieess

Otis Cevel Lyons, Jr., 66, of Live Oak, Fla., 
passed away on Friday, Dec. 11, 2020.  

Junior was born on July 15, 1954, in 
Clearwater, Fla., to Otis Cevel Lyons, Sr. and 
Janet Page Clinton. 

Growing up in Suwannee County, Otis Cevel 
Lyons, Jr. enjoyed the country life to the fullest 

while hunting, fishing and 
living on the family farm.  

He moved to Tampa, met 
his wife Teresa and they 
started a new life there. As 
time passed, he fulfilled his 
heart's desire by returning 
home to Dowling Park, 
where he lived out his last 
years at home on the family 

farm.  
He may not have been a man of many words, 

but he loved his family and friends like he lived 
his life, to the fullest and without regret.  

He was survived by his mother, Janet Page 
Clinton, of Live Oak, Fla.; wife, Terri Lyons; 
daughter, Lesa Watkins, son-in-law, Ralph 

Watkins, granddaughters, AnnMarie Dwyer, 
Rachel Dwyer, and great-granddaughter, Willow 
Houck; son, William Lyons, daughter-in-law, 
Stephanie, and grandchildren Haylee and 
Damien; son, Matthew Lyons, daughter-in-law, 
Krista, and grandson Oliver; son, Daniel 
Gawelczyk, Daughter-in-law, Cindy, and 
granddaughter, Hannah; brother, Daniel Lyons, 
sister-in-law, Lolita, and nephew, Rodney; 
brother, Spence Lyons, sister-in-law, Jessica, and 
nieces Ashley Marschal and Victoria Wood; 
sister, Barbara Mercer, brother-in-law, Gary and 
nieces and nephews, Danny, April, Christin and 
Ty; sister, Sandra Walters, and niece, Destra.  

The family would like to give a special thank 
you to family members and friends who have 
helped during this difficalt time.

Otis Cevel Lyons, Jr.

James “Jim” Decator Beaty went home to be with 
Jesus on Dec. 5, 2020, at age 88. He was a hard-
working man who loved his family, his Lord and his 
country. His death will leave a huge empty place in the 
lives of those who knew and loved him. 

Jim was born to Simeon and Thelma Beaty on Feb. 
7, 1932 in Lamont. Fla. Jim was an Army Veteran who 
served his country during the Korean Conflict (1952-
1955). He was a Sergeant, spending 29 months in 
Japan. After returning from the service, Jim met his 
wife Barbara on a blind date in Fort Lauderdale in 
1955. They married in 1956 and raised four sons. 
Through the years, Mr. Beaty worked for Meekins 
Concrete Company, before opening Beaty’s Garage in 
Hollywood, Fla., with his father. He also worked as 
head mechanic for Carolina Freight Carriers. Over 30 
years ago, he moved to Live Oak and established 
Beaty Truck Parts, where he continued to work and 
manage business affairs until recently. 

Jim was a loving husband of 64 years, a devoted 
father and was loved by his grand and great-
grandchildren. He would not hesitate to share his 
opinions with anyone, and was a man of strong faith 
and solid beliefs. Throughout his life, he held an 
unwavering faith in God, which he shared with those 
around him. He loved his Lord Jesus Christ and served 
Him faithfully. He loved his church, Landmark 
Missionary Baptist Church in Madison, Fla., where he 
served as a deacon, Sunday School teacher and 
faithful member. He will be greatly missed by his 
family, his church family and all those who knew him. 

Jim joins many friends and family members already 
in Heaven. He is survived by his wife, Barbara; sons, 
Kem (Cheryl) of Jennings, Fla., Kerry (Laquita) of 
Plant City, Fla., Simeon (Becky) of Jacksonville, NC, 
Scott (Mayla) of Live Oak, Fla., and niece/daughter, 
Elizabeth Shumate. He will be missed by his 13 
grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren.  

Visitation was held Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2020, from 6-8 
p.m., at Daniels Funeral Home, 1126 Ohio Ave N, 
Live Oak, Fla. 32064. On Dec. 9, 2020, visitation was 
held at 11 a.m., with Celebration of Life Services 
following at 12 noon at the Landmark Missionary 
Baptist Church, 3399 US-90, Madison, Fla. 32340. In 
lieu of flowers, the family asks that gifts be sent to the 
Landmark Baptist Church Building Fund, 3399 W. 
Hwy 90, Madison, Fla. 32340. Please sign the 
guestbook at www.danielsfuneralhome.com. Daniels 
Funeral Homes & Crematory, Inc., Live Oak & 
Branford, Fla., was in charge of arrangements.

James “Jim” Decator Beaty

Riverbend News photo by Danny Federico, 
December 12, 2020 

Serenity Castanon, a fifth grade stu-
dent at Mayo Elementary School, 
runs Serenity's Scents, her own busi-
ness which sells car "Freshies." 

O'Brien's 10-year-old entrepreneur
Dec. 31 

On Thursday, Dec. 
31, there will be a 
fireworks display at 
Hatch Bend Baptist 
Church to help bring in 
the new year, open to the 
public. The show starts 
at 7 p.m. and they ask 
that attendants try to 
arrive half an hour 
earlier so the show can 

begin on time. Hatch 
Bend Baptist Church is 
located at 3029 SE 
County Road 500 in 
Branford. Please call 
(386) 935-0943 with any 
questions about church 
events and services 
taking place this month. 

Jan. 9 
On Saturday, Jan. 9, 

at the Suwannee County 
Coliseum, KrisAnne 
Hall will again cover 
Constitutional issues as 
she always does with 
riveting interest and 
humor.  This venue will 
offer plenty of 
"distancing space" for a 
large group of folks.  
People of all races, 
political backgrounds 
and faiths can come and 
join others in the search 
for truth. The group 
supports local law 
enforcement, the 
American family and 
our Constitution.  Please 
plan to join them in this 
exciting event. The 
Suwannee County 
Coliseum is located at 
1302 11th Street SW A in 
Live Oak, Fla.

If you would like to have anything added to the 
community calendar, please email Starr Munro at 
reporter2@riverbendnews.org or give us a call at 

(386) 364-4141.

Community  
Calendar

ASK DR. MANTOOTH
HIDDEN TOOTH INFECTIONS MAY 

PREDISPOSE PEOPLE TO  
HEART DISEASE

According to a new study conducted in 
Finland, an infection of the root tip of a tooth 
increases the risk of coronary artery disease, 
even if the infection is symptomless. Hidden 
dental root tip infections are very common: as 
many as one in four Finns suffers from at least 
one. Such infections are usually detected by 
chance from X-rays. 

Acute coronary syndrome is 2.7 times more 
common among patients with untreated teeth in 
need of root canal treatment than among patients 
without this issue. 

Dental root tip infection, or apical periodontitis, 
is a bodily defense reaction against microbial 
infection in the dental pulp. Caries is the most 
common cause of dental root tip infection. 

Today, information is increasingly available 
about the connection between oral infections and 
many common chronic diseases. For example, 
periodontitis, an inflammatory disease affecting 
the tissues that surround the teeth, causes low-
grade inflammation and is regarded as an 
independent risk factor for coronary artery disease 
and diabetes. Dental root tip infections have been 
studied relatively little in this context, even though 
they appear to be connected with low-grade 
inflammation as well. 

The researchers also discovered that dental 
root tip infections were connected with a high level 
of serum antibodies related to common bacteria 
causing such infections. This shows that oral 
infections affect other parts of the body as well. 

Cardiovascular diseases cause more than 30 
percent of deaths globally. Measures should be 
taken to prevent or treat oral infections, as they 
are very common and often asymptomatic. Root 
canal treatment of an infected tooth may reduce 
the risk of heart disease, but more research is 
needed.
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By Starr Munro  
Riverbend News 

 
The citizens of Suwannee Valley know how 

beautiful their home is and take advantage of the 
natural resources available to them as often as they 
can. A proposal put forth by the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection (FDEP), Recreation and 
Parks division, would ban tubing from the northern 
entrance of Ichetucknee Springs State Park and limit 
that area of the river to paddlers. A virtual meeting 
that was open to the public was conducted on 
Tuesday, Dec. 15, from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m., to discuss 
the strategies in question that are being proposed in 
an effort to conserve the future of the iconic spring-
fed river. 

The park has been partially closed for most of 
the year due to COVID-19 restrictions. Visitors have 
had access to only part of the river due to social 
distancing practices, and the park has been limiting 
the amount of visitors they would typically have. In 
that time period, the submerged aquatic vegetation 
(SAV) has grown a significant amount due to the 
lack of foot traffic it would typically have. This is the 
root to the proposal being made by the FDEP and it 
is getting scrutinized by many different groups of 
people, who all have different opinions about the 
issue. Over 400,000 people visited the Ichetucknee 
Springs State Park in 2016. From that total, over 
130,000 of them came during the tubing season 
alone. During the tubing season, 750 visitors per day 
are allowed to launch from the North Launch, near 
the Ichetucknee Head Spring. The park enforces 
visitor usage of the river during these time frames to 
protect the integrity of the aquatic vegetation and 
aquatic organisms in the northern portion of the river. 

The Florida State Park website says the 
following about the area in question: "Ichetucknee 
Springs State Park was purchased by the state of 
Florida in 1970 from the Loncala Corporation to 
preserve one of the state's outstanding natural 
wonders. In 1972, the U.S. Department of the 
Interior declared the Ichetucknee Spring a National 
Natural Landmark."  

With over 50 years of operation, the crystal 
clear, slow-moving river supports many independent 
businesses in Columbia County, many of which are 
not happy with the idea of a significantly smaller 
number of tubes to rent to visitors of the park, 
especially not in a time when people are already 
struggling to make a living. Other people, like the 
federally recognized educational and nonprofit 
organization, the Ichetucknee Alliance, supports the 
proposal to eliminate tubing for the sake of the river. 

With the park being utilized for recreational use 
for the past 50 years, a lot of the common consensus 
by the people who enjoy floating down that long run 
of beautiful river, are taking issue with the proposed 
change happening so suddenly. But the FDEP is 
citing studies that show a decline in the rivers' SAV. 
Submerged aquatic vegetation is seen essentially as 
an "underwater forest," and for the past 31 years, 
there has been a dramatic decrease in springtape, 
American eelgrass and an increase in different 
species of nuisance algae. They hope the ban will 
eliminate most human contact with SAV as well as 
reduce the amount of foot traffic that is said to harm 
the home of many different animals. 

The Florida Park Service (FPS) is citing 
ecological data which indicates that the lower part of 
the Ichetucknee River is deeper and contains fewer 
areas where vegetation is vulnerable to tramping and 
sediments that are easily disturbed. It's also being 
said that the amount of people permitted into the 
park also blocks sunlight which is necessary for plant 
growth, and some worry that the rest of the 
ecosystem of the river will change if the grass 
continues the way it is. 

The online meeting that was open for the public 
gave the FDEP a chance to explain their reasoning 
and go over public comments. The DEP shared a 
statement with Riverbend News: "For more than 30 
years, DEP's Division of Recreation and Parks has 
studied the effects of recreation, particularly tubing, 
on the Ichetucknee River and submerged aquatic 
vegetation. These studies show that limiting human 
disturbance by removing tubing from the shallower 
Upper Ichetucknee is needed to ensure the long-term 
health of the river's ecosystem. Moreover, studies 
show that the Lower Ichetucknee is better suited to 
handle tubers since the water is deeper in this area. 
As a result, DEP is proposing to redistribute tubing 
from the Upper to the Lower Ichetucknee as part of a 
broader update to the park's Unit Management Plan. 
Transparency and public participation are essential 
elements of this process. On Dec. 15, DEP hosted a 
virtual public meeting to advise stakeholders of these 

proposed changes and took public comment. This 
meeting was recorded and is available on the 
department's webpage. All public comments 
received will be reviewed and considered before 
DEP submits Ichetucknee Springs State Park's 10-
year unit management plan update to the 
Acquisition." Nothing has been decided yet, but will 
be put under review in 2021. If you're interested in 
reading the public comments made in the meeting 
please visit, https://floridadep.gov/parks/public-
participation.

Proposed ban on limited access to 
northern Ichetucknee River

Jail report
Dec. 21 

April Carden Padgett, felony probation 
violation 

Jamie Merritt Green, felony probation 
violation 

Dec. 22 
Keith Maurice Harris, aggravated assault 

with deadly weapon, firing weapon, weapon 
offense, possession of weapon or ammo by 
convicted felon, evidence-destroying 

Damon Emill Baldwin, battery 
John David Aaron Peeler, battery

Dec. 21 
Dinda Ninone Marin, hold for other 

reason, failure to appear, aggravated assault with 
deadly weapon 

John William Duran, probation violation 
Dec. 22 

Craig Allen Adams, operating while 
driver’s license suspended/canceled/revoked, 
two counts drug possession, two counts 
possession of drug paraphernalia, evidence 
tamper, possession of cannabis under 20 grams 

Joshua Steven Boyette, resisting 
officer/arrest, petit theft, simple assault-domestic 
violence, simple battery, probation violation 

Dec. 23 
John Stuart Harrelson, possession of drug 

paraphernalia, possession of firearm by 
convicted felon, probation violation 

Steven Edward Staats, hold for other 
reason 

Benjamin Thomas Lauro, warrant service 
Roy Edward Stover, D.U.I. - property 

damage/personal injury, refuse to submit to 
blood alcohol level test, hit and run, criminal 
traffic violation 

Dec. 24 
Jamey Carlton Morgan, two counts 

trespassing 
Sheremah De'Jesus, resisting arrest 

without violence, trespassing 
Craig Jackson, burglary, aggravated assault 

with deadly weapon 
Bobby F. Freeman, simple battery-

domestic violence, warrant service 
Dec. 25 

Ernesto Miguel Gonzalez, simple battery-
domestic violence 

Deaker Johnson Sterling, trespassing, 
resisting officer/arrest, damage property-
criminal mischief 

William Thomas Beveridge, simple 
battery-domestic violence 

Dec. 26 
Efrain Morales Hilario, D.U.I. 
Erika Charlene Hodge, resisting 

officer/arrest, trespassing 
Michael Allen Quinones, probation 

violation 
Dec. 27 

Alfonso Javar Allen, simple battery-
domestic violence 

Eric Sherrod McQuay, D.U.I., driving 
while license permanently revoked, possession 
of controlled substance 

Kelly Lee Canterbury, burglary, grand 
theft-750 less than 5K dollars 

James Lloyd Foster, operating while 
driver’s license revoked for habitual traffic 
offender, two counts probation violation 

Brian Austin Christie, probation violation, 
flee and elude law enforcement officer, criminal 
traffic violation-reckless driving, child abuse 
without great bodily harm, drugs-possession, 
possession of weapon, drug equipment-
paraphernalia, resisting arrest without violence, 
criminal traffic violation-knowingly driving 
while license suspended/revoked
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Climatized/Insulated/Fenced

SELF STORAGE in Dowling Park

We now have camera security
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By Starr Munro  
Riverbend News 

 
The Town of Mayo has a young lady that represents her home 

with pride. Derby Quinn Sherrell just turned seven years old on 
Friday, Dec. 18 and already holds multiple pageant titles. 

Sherrell has been doing pageants for the past three years and is 
now Florida royalty after winning her title at America's Miss 
Agribusiness in November. She will now reign for the next 17 
months, attending festivals, parades and doing her best to bring more 
awareness and love to rural farming. Her official titles are National 
Cover Miss and National Royal Miss for 2021. 

Sherrell is the daughter of Garth and Toni Sherrell, of Mayo. She 
is in first grade at Lafayette Elementary School and is involved with 
her local 4-H chapter. Growing gardens in the spring and raising 
show chickens in her spare time is what brings her joy.

Miss Derby:  
A girl of many crowns

Top Sirloin Steaks Rib Half Pork Loins

$129 $349

Boneless Beef Shoulder 
Roast

$329
LB.

Beef Shoulder Steaks

Almond Breeze Milk 

Local Grown Satsuma  
Oranges

Shawnee Best Flour All 
Purpose or Self Rising

Golden Potatoes

12 pks

GREAT FOOD - LOW PRICES!  JAN. 1- JAN. 6 

Cole’s Mini Garlic Loaf

$599
ea.

ea.

ea.

64 oz.

$179

$499
LB.

$179
LB.

Family Pack
Family Pack Family Pack

Family PackFamily 
Pack

Center Cut Pork Chops

7-8 oz.

Fresh Green Cabbage

9-11 Chops

20 oz.

2.5 lb

19-24.5 oz

8 ct 

Tomatillos Coke Products 

ea.

LB.

$369
LB.

LB.

LB.

Ground Chuck

$999

Pop Tarts 

STORE HOURS—MONDAY-SATURDAY 7 a.m. - 8 p.m. | SUNDAY 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. • 294 West Main Street, Mayo  
We accept Visa, MasterCard, Debit Cards, EBT and WIC. We reserve the right to  

limit QTY’S and to correct all typographical errors. Shop Early- Limited QTY’S -  
No rainchecks. 

ea.

Eggs Medium 1 Dozen

Boneless/Skinless 
Chicken Breast

McKenzie Cream Chub 
Corn

Gorton’s Large Fish  
Fillets or Sticks

69¢ 99¢

99¢99¢

49¢

89¢

LB.

5 lb bagAll Varieties

Nettles Bun Length  
Sausage

LB.

$9

$6

$5$13/

2/

2/

2/

$52/
LB.

Photo courtesy of Toni Sherrell 
Derby Quinn Sherrell, of Mayo, poses with her 
crowns and sashes.

Photo courtesy of 
Toni Sherrell 
America's 
Miss 
Agribusiness, 
Derby Quinn 
Sherrell.

SVNC was founded in 1969 in Jasper, FL and established itself as a premier 
long term care facility. At Suwannee Valley, meeting the diverse needs of our 

residents and creating a comfortable home-like environment is our top priority.  
427 N.W. 15th Avenue • Jasper, FL 32052 •  (386) 792-1868 

Administrator: Danny Williamson, RN, NHA

SUWANNEE VALLEY NURSING CENTER
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By Helen Miller  
Contributor 

 
On Saturday, Dec. 19, 

lunchtime guests at McDonalds 
#11912 were greeted by elves, who 
invited them to visit with Santa and 
make their last-minute wishes in 
person. The second annual Lunch 
with Santa was hosted by store 
manager Sharon Wize and Project 
HOPE, Inc. 

After children visited with 
Santa and made their gift requests, 
they all received a bag of Christmas 
toys, fresh fruit, candies and other 
treats, along with tickets for free 
Happy Meals. 

Adult guests were offered gift 
size bags of Miss Ruby's "world 
famous" Peanut Brittle, as well as 
traditional candy canes. Miss Ruby, 
a long-time resident of White 
Springs, began making her peanut 
brittle over 60 years ago as a fund 
raiser for the annual 
Florida Folk 
Festival, the longest 
running folk festival 
in the country. The 
Florida Folk Festival 
takes place every 
year at the Stephen 
Foster Folk Culture 
Center State Park, 
located in White 
Springs. 

Miss Ruby 
passed on her secret 
recipe to her friend 
and neighbor Maddie 

Moore several years ago and now 
Maddie continues the tradition, 
making peanut brittle for the folk 
festival, regional farmer's markets 
throughout the year and selected 
special events. 

The wintry Christmas scene 
where Santa entertained children, 
along with their parents, was 
created by event designer Rhonda 
Johnson of White Springs. Elves 
included Johnson, Marie Price, 
Wize, Helen Miller and Bev Brazil, 
who joined in as Mrs. Claus. The 
best Santa with a British accent was 
channeled by Bruce Witten, who 
now resides in White Springs. 

McDonald's #11912 is located 
at the I-75/CR-136 intersection and 
serves guests from Hamilton, 
Suwannee and Columbia counties, 
along with thousands of visitors 
who travel to Florida from all over 
the country on I-75. Project HOPE 
is a non-profit organization whose 

mission is charitable and involves 
educational outreach with an 

emphasis on children and their 
families.

White Springs McDonald's helps with last-minute Christmas wishes

Photo courtesy of Helen 
Miller 
Mr. and Mrs. Claus 
and elves greeted 
families on Saturday, 
Dec. 19 kids were 
invited to visit Santa 
and make their last-
minute Christmas 
wishes in person. 
Pictured, from left to 
right, are: Marie Price, 
Rhonda Johnson, 
Sharon Wize, Bruce 
Witten, Bev Brazil, 
Helen Miller and 
Price's grandson, 
Christian. 

Photo courtesy of Helen Miller
Miss Ruby's world-famous Peanut Brittle, made by Maddie
Moore, was a big hit with lunch guests. 

Photo courtesy of Helen Miller 
These two little girls were all smiles after meeting Santa. 

Photo courtesy of Helen Miller 
This little girl was excited to tell Santa her last-minute Christmas 
wishes. 

Photo courtesy of Helen Miller 
This little boy had the help of his brother to give Santa his last-
minute Christmas wishes. 

Photo courtesy of Helen Miller 
Santa made a special call to make sure this little girl was being 
“nice”. 

Photo courtesy of Helen Miller 
This mom and her two daughters stopped to check out their gift 
bags after meeting Santa.



COMMUNITY8 • Wednesday, December 30, 2020 • RIVERBEND NEWS

By Danny Federico  
Riverbend News 

 
Lamar Jenkins, the Suwannee 

County Property Appraiser, will be 
retiring from his position of 48 years, 
effective Thursday, Dec. 31. 

Having been born in February of 
1937, Jenkins is a native to the Live 
Oak area and even graduated from 
Suwannee High School in 1957. For 
a few years after graduation, he 
helped out on the family farm, 

assisting his father in growing their 
crops of peanuts and corn. He saw 
how unfair the taxation on small 
farms was compared to corporations 
and it infuriated him. He desperately 
wanted to change it. Although he did 
not attend college, Jenkins ran for the 
position of Suwannee County 
Property Appraiser and was elected 
by people of the same mind as him—
the working-class and 
underprivileged people of the county. 
On Jan. 2, 1973, he was sworn-in. 

One of the many challenges he 
faced after being sworn-in had to do 
with the raising of the county's 
property assessments. After his 
swearing-in, Jenkins went to 
Tallahassee on Feb. 8, 1973. While 
there, the State jumped on him to 
raise the assessment on the land of 
Suwannee County. "They told me 
'We're here to tell you that if you 
don't go back and raise the 
assessment, we'll come do it 
ourselves,'" Jenkins said. "I sat my 
chair back and I told them, 'you 
know where the office is, if you want 
it you come get it' and I got in my car 
and didn't look back." He says he 
made some promises that day. "I said 
'I will never let an appointed person 
out of Tallahassee come in here and 
put an assessment on a piece of land 
as long as I have authority' and I 
knew, when I came back, that I was 
going to leave my politics on one end 
and I was going to do the job for the 
people over here." 

In order to do that, Jenkins 
received a soil capability book the 
University of Florida had put 
together between the years of 1962 
and 1964, listing 13 different soil 
types the county has. Jenkins then set 
up a meeting between a few people, 
some of which were involved with 
the UF/IFAS experiment station and 
water management, along with a few 
of the leading farmers in the county. 
"I told them what I was up against," 
Jenkins said. "I said, 'I need help 
from you gentlemen' and they said 
'we'll help you any way we can.'" He 
then asked them to go through the 
different soil types listed in the book 

and help him find a way to combine 
the 13 types in to three instead. 
"They did and they compiled those 
13 soils down to three." 

He then got a map specialist to 
mark on his maps where each of the 
three soil types were. The number 
one type, colored red, represented 
agricultural land and was scattered 
all over Suwannee County, while 
number two, colored green and 
number three, colored yellow, are 
more abundant areas throughout the 
county. The number three soil type, 
Jenkins explained, is sandy—the 
perfect soil type for growing wheat. 

Jenkins then updated the 
assessment to $70 for land in yellow 
areas, $100 for land in green areas 
and $130 for land in red areas. 

"The State and corporations 
didn't care how those people 
suffered, I did," he said. "I care about 
equity." 

On Monday, Dec. 21, a 
retirement party was held for Jenkins 
at the John H. Hale community 
center, located at 226 Parshley Street 
SW in Live Oak. The small event 
brought friends and family together 
to honor Jenkins for his 48 years of 
service to the Suwannee area. 
Cupcakes, candy and a cake with a 
John Deere tractor on top were set up 
on a table for attendees to enjoy 
while mingling. 

"I can't say enough for the 
people of this county and the ones 
who've already gone on," Jenkins 
said. Over his 48 years as the 
Suwannee County Property 
Appraiser, Jenkins served 12 four-
year terms.

Suwannee County  
Property Appraiser  

retires after 48 years

Riverbend News photo by Danny Federico, December 21, 2020
Friends and family got together on Monday, Dec. 21, to celebrate Jenkins' retirement after 48 years of service to Suwannee County.

Riverbend News photo 
by Danny Federico, 
December 23, 2020 
Lamar Jenkins, the 
Suwannee County 
Property Appraiser, 
will be retiring 
from his position 
after 48 years. 

Riverbend News photo by Danny Federico, December 23, 2020 
Jenkins had a meeting with many people in order to come up with a way to compile 13 soil 
types into three. The number one type, colored red, represented agricultural land and was 
scattered all over Suwannee County, while number two, colored green and number three, 
colored yellow, are more abundant areas throughout the county.

Riverbend News 
photo by Danny 

Federico, 
December 23, 

2020 
Jenkins got a 

map specialist 
to help him by 

marking where 
each of the 

three soil types 
were. 

Riverbend News photo by Danny Federico, December 21, 2020 
Cupcakes, candy and a cake with a John Deere tractor on top 
were set up on a table for attendees to enjoy while mingling.

Riverbend News photo by Danny Federico, December 23, 2020 
Over his 48 years as the Suwannee County Property Appraiser, Jenkins served 12 four-year terms. 

We are grateful for those who have our back in this 
important time.  The list is long, but we want to 
thank our first responders and front-line workers.

Especially in critical times, newspapers have your back.  
COVID-19 is a national story that is impacting you at home and at work. 
Your local newspaper is keeping you informed with current events in  
your neighborhood and is bringing communities together in these 
challenging times.    

WE ARE IN THIS 
TOGETHER

Support your local newspaper.
Subscribe in print or online.

P.O. Box 6034 • Live Oak, Fla. 32064 • (386) 364-4141

Payment Amount: __________ 
 
Name:______________________________________________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________________________ 
 
City:________________________________________         _______________ 
 
State:______________       Zip Code:_____________ 
 
Email Address:______________________________________________ 
 
Phone:______________________________________________________

Please mail or call with your payment for one of the above selected packages.

$50 E-Pub & Print$35 Print$25  E-Pub

From the actions your local government is taking,  to  lists of local stores 
that are delivering and tips on what to do while you’re at home, your  
local newspaper is committed to bringing you the news you need, 
when you need it.  
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By Shawn Jackson  
Contributor 

 
A Gingerbread House Competition 

sponsored by the Lafayette 4-H Culinary Club 
and the Mayo Woman's Club was held on 
Friday, Dec. 11 and Saturday, Dec. 12, at the 
Mayo Community Center, located at 150 NW 
Community Circle in Mayo, Fla. There were 
97 gingerbread houses entered in the 
competition, which was divided into three 
categories: youth, ages 11 and under; junior, 
ages 12 -17; and the adult/family category. 

A "how to build a gingerbread house" 
workshop was held for youth during the week 
leading up to the event with 30 youth 
participating. Their gingerbread houses, which 
were made of graham crackers, icing and 
candy, were only some of the houses entered 
in the competition.  Lafayette Elementary 
School kindergarteners also entered 
gingerbread houses made with their teachers in 
the competition. Other houses entered in the 
competition were made of anything from 
gingerbread to cereal. 

Winners of the competition were: Anistyn 
Bass of the youth category, Maggie Day of the 
junior category and Kemi Jackson of the 
adult/family category. Each winner received 
$100 for their winning entry. 

The Lafayette 4-H Culinary Club as well 
as the Mayo Woman's Club thanks those who 
participated in this event and hopes it 
encourages families to spend more time 
together this holiday season and throughout 
the new year in fun, family bonding activities.

All ages win big in Mayo Gingerbread House Competition

By Starr Munro  
Riverbend News 

 
The Suwannee County 

Supervisor of Elections will be 
retiring at the end of this year 
after serving six terms, for a 
total of 24 years. Glenda 
Williams, a generational 
Suwannee County citizen, has 
been involved with local 
government since her senior 
year of high school, when she 
worked with the clerk of the 
courts office as a student. She 
was offered a full-time position 
upon graduation and worked 
with Judge Kennons in his 
office for 12 years before going 
to work at the clerk's office for 
another 11 years. 

Even in those early days, Williams always 
assisted the previous supervisor of elections, 
Marjorie Carmichael, on election night. There 
were no machines at the voting precincts and 
election nights were guaranteed to be long ones 
for the staff involved. Votes were placed in sealed 
containers and brought to the courthouse after the 
polls closed at approximately 7 p.m. Each and 
every vote was run through a central scanner to 

get generated results. They would work well past 
midnight to ensure the job was done. 

 When it was first proposed to Williams that 
she should run for Suwannee County 
Supervisor of Elections after 
Carmichael retired, her first response 
was to ask the elected official who had 
mentioned it if they had lost their mind. 
"But the seed had been planted, and 
during the course of the next four years, 
God was preparing me to do just that," 
Williams said. She may have initially 
believed she couldn't do the job, but 
over the next four years she deliberated 
with both God and with the people in 
her life and decided to take "a leap of 
faith." 

Williams was elected in September 
of 1996 and took office in January of 
1997. She will be retiring in January 

after serving 24 years and six terms as Supervisor 
of Elections for Suwannee County. Williams said 
that this election year has been "the busiest, the 
most hectic and most challenging of any election 
year ever." There were a lot of doubts about the 
election this year. Between how much the country 
has changed over the past few years, the 
uncertainty that comes with living in the COVID 
era and the doubt in people's minds about elections 
in general, it was a unique last year in office. But 

Williams is extremely confident in the "honesty, 
accuracy and integrity of elections in Florida." 

A wonderful retirement celebration took place 
on Thursday, Dec. 17, at the Suwannee County 
Supervisor of Elections office. Friends and 
colleagues gathered to congratulate Williams' 
years as a trusted constitutional officer. By the end 
of the party, her desk was covered in presents and 
tokens of appreciation. Mayor Frank Davis, 
former Supervisor of Elections, Marjorie 
Carmichael, and Judge William F. Williams are 
just some of the people who came out to wish her 
a happy retirement. 

Williams said she is looking forward to 
retiring in January. She and her husband, Wesley 
Williams, are going to enjoy having more time to 
travel, fish and be with their seven grandchildren, 
all of whom reside in Suwannee County and will 
also keep them busy. When asked what she has 
learned during her time of serving the community 
Williams replied, "Trust God and let Him be in 
control. God's best is much better than my good 
could ever be." Williams would like to thank her 
staff for all their hard work. Jennifer Kinsey, Tina 
Nobles and Kay Ratliff have been the best team 
she could have hoped for. She also wants to ensure 
the citizens and voters of Suwannee County that 
they're being left in good hands, with Kinsey 
assuming the title of Suwannee County Supervisor 
of Elections this January.

Glenda Williams:  
Supervisor of Elections, retiring after 24 years

Riverbend News photo by Starr Munro, December 17, 2020 
Glenda Williams and Jennifer Kinsey pose with their mentor, 
Marjorie Carmichael. Pictured, from left to right, are: Glenda 
Williams, Marjorie Carmichael and Jennifer Kinsey.

Riverbend News photo by Starr Munro, December 17, 2020 
Glenda Williams stands with her team at her retirement party on Thursday, 
Dec. 17. Pictured, from left to right, are: Tina Nobles, Kay Ratliff, Glenda Wil-
liams and Jennifer Kinsey.

Glenda Williams,  
Suwannee County Supervisor 

of Elections

Photo courtesy of  
Shawn Jackson 
These three gingerbread 
houses were the big 
winners of their cate-
gories. The entries, pic-
tured from left to right, 
were submitted by: Mag-
gie Day, Kemi Jackson and 
Anistyn Bass. 

Photo courtesy of 
Shawn Jackson 
Jessica 
Johnson 
presents 
Anistyn Bass 
with her $100 
award for 1st 

place in the 
youth 
division. 

Photo courtesy of 
Shawn Jackson 
Gingerbread 
houses of all 
shapes and 
sizes were  
submitted in 
the 
competition. 

Photo courtesy of 
Shawn Jackson 
Miley McCray 
uses her 
learned 
decorating 
techniques to 
put final 
touches on her 
gingerbread 
house. 

Photo courtesy of 
Shawn Jackson 
Maggie Day 
and Miley 
McCray show 
their finished 
work after an 
evening of 
gingerbread 
house 
decorating.



SPORTS

By Starr Munro  
Riverbend News 

 
The Lady Bulldogs 

of Suwannee Middle 
School (SMS) and the 
Lady Bulldogs of Taylor 
County Middle School 
(TCMS) went face to 
faceon Thursday 
evening, Dec. 3, at Paul 
Langford Stadium, in 
Live Oak. The match 
coincided with the SMS 
girls soccer team's eighth 
grade recognition 
ceremony. Before the 
game, the girls were 
escorted onto the field by 
family members and 
loved ones, carrying 
flowers and laughing at 
each others favorite 
memories of soccer as 
they were read at large 
by the sports 
commentator. 

It didn't take long for 
the girls of SMS to put 
on their game faces, with 
their undefeated soccer 
season under threat from 
the girls soccer team of 
TCMS. A large portion 
of the first quarter was 
spent on the visitors side, 
with the goalie from 
TCMS defending their 
goal from SMS with 
everything she had. But 
two awesome goals were 
still made by eighth 
graders Kayla Woods 
and Rileigh Driver. Quite 
a few tumbles occurred 
on the field from both 
teams, as the players put 
everything they had into 
commandeering the ball. 
SMS's defense was alert 
and ready for anything 
and kept TCMS far away 
from their goalie. 

The second quarter 
was even more heated 
than the first. Even with 
the excitement of their 
Head Coach Amanda 
Mabey, getting engaged 
during a timeout, the 
SMS Lady Bulldogs 
were as focused as ever. 
The players of TCMS 
were determined to catch 
up and both teams fought 
hard to keep the ball 
away from each others 
goals. Three good shots 
made by SMS were 
stopped by the TCMS 
Lady Bulldogs' 
goalkeeper, who had her 
work cut out for her with 
the constant action being 
dribbled her way by 
SMS. TCMS got its first 
goal past SMS's defense 
and the results were 
immediate. Any fire that 
had been laying dormant 
in the Lady Bulldogs of 
SMS, turned into an 
inferno and the 
remainder of the game 
was a whirlwind of both 
teams kicking, throwing 
and dribbling as hard as 
they could in order to 
make one more goal 
before the game was 
called. The last goal of 
the night was made by 
SMS with 10 minutes 
left in the game, securing 
yet another winning 
game for their 
undefeated season. The 
final score of the game 
was 3-1. 

SMS honors eighth graders; defeats TCMS
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Riverbend News photo by Starr Munro, December 3, 2020
Lydia Gunter was escorted by Shannon and
Herman Gunter.

Riverbend News photo by Starr Munro, December 3, 2020 
Kayla Woods was escorted by Balinda Fedrick. 

Riverbend News photo by Starr Munro, December 3, 2020 
Kimberly Romulo was escorted by Juliana Vazquez. 

Riverbend News photo by Starr Munro, December 3, 2020 
Claire Palmer was escorted by Kerry and John Palmer. 

Riverbend News photo by Starr Munro, December 3, 2020 
America Garcia was escorted by Jessica Torres. 

Riverbend News photo by Starr Munro, December 3, 2020 
Whitton Musgrove was escorted by Tori and Bryan Humphries and Walt Musgrove. 

Riverbend News photo by Starr Munro, December 3, 2020 
Alessandra Mondragon was escorted by Maritza Torres 
and Alyssa Mondragon. 

Riverbend News photo by Starr Munro, December 3, 2020 
Lily Ingram was escorted by Amber and Clif Chauncey and Walt Ingram. 

Riverbend News photo by Starr Munro, December 3, 2020 
Darlin Uribe was escorted by Carmela and Gerardo Uribe. 

Riverbend News photo by Starr Munro, December 3, 
2020 

Rileigh Driver was escorted by Tiny and 
Chico Barnett.

Riverbend News photo by Starr Munro, December 3, 2020 
Layla Merola was escorted by Jennifer and Tim Merola. 

Riverbend News photo by Starr Munro, December 3, 
2020 

Lisiana Tepetate was escorted by Jose 
Tepetate. 

Riverbend News photo by Starr Munro, December 3, 2020
Zarley Valdez was escorted by Carolina Mendoza and Jessica Tran. 

Riverbend News photo by Starr Munro, December 3, 2020 
Kayla Woods of SMS leaves a player from TCMS in her 
wake. 

Riverbend News photo by Starr Munro, December 3, 2020 
Rileigh Driver celebrates a point made for her SMS team. 

Riverbend News photo by Starr Munro, December 3, 2020 
Kayla Woods, Lydia Gunter and Claire Palmer of SMS 
all rejoice in another goal made in the first quarter.
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By Rick Patrick  
Riverbend News 

 
During their 

game against the 
Panthers of Madison 
Creative Arts 
Academy on 
Thursday, Dec. 10, 
the eighth grade 
members of the 
Lafayette High 
School middle 
school team were 
recognized. 
Although the game 
took place in 
Madison, the 
Panthers, in a show 
of sportsmanship, 
recognized the 
Hornet eighth grade 
players prior to 
recognizing their 
own eighth grade 
team members.  

Once the 
competition began, 
the Hornets 
established an early 
lead and when the 
opening period 
ended, the Hornets 
held an 11-3 
advantage. The 
Panthers were held 
to just two points 
during the second 
quarter and the 
Hornets carried a 
16-5 lead into 
halftime. The 
Panthers were able 
to cut into the 
Hornets' lead during 
the third quarter. The 
Hornets took a 22-18 
lead into the final 
period. During the 
fourth quarter, the 
Panthers threatened, 
but the Hornets 
managed to hold the 
Panthers at-bay and 
finished the contest 
with a 35-31 victory. 

Lafayette eighth-graders recognized

By Ramsey Sullivan  
Riverbend News 

 
This year, the COVID-19 

pandemic has caused major 
changes throughout the country. 
Despite that, Mayo soccer will 
continue to play from January to 
March in 2021.  

Kim Townsend, along with 
Jason Troutman, Andrea Troutman 
and Stephanie Wimberly are  
putting together the Mayo soccer 
league for kindergarten age 
children to 8th graders. Sign-ups 
will be on Saturday, Jan. 9, from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m., at Country Strong 
Gym, located at 405 11th St. SW 
Suite 101, in Live Oak. It will cost 
$50 to sign up, and each child will 
receive a shirt, shorts, socks and a 

trophy.  
Kids will be separated by age 

group, with groups for kindergarten 
and first grade, second and third 
grade, fourth and fifth grade and 
sixth through eighth grade. Each 
game will be played three versus 
three, except for sixth through 
eighth grade, which will play six 
versus six or eleven versus eleven.  

There will be four teams per 
age division, with five to six kids 
per team. The season will begin on 
Tuesday, Jan. 19, and end on 
Tuesday, March 9. The games will 
be played on Saturdays, and 
practices will be held a few times 
each week.  

For more information or 
questions, contact Kim Townsend 
at (352) 210-6880. 

Mayo soccer preparing for 
season kick-off

9248 129th Road • Live Oak
386-362-2333

Mon.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Closed Sunday
We deliver to Lake City every week!

“For over 30 Years”
www.NoblesGreenhouse.com

Gift Cards Extend The Joy!
Christmas is coming and we’re all choosing special 
gift s for the ones we love!
May we suggest a gift  card from Nobles!
We get great joy throughout the year helping folks 
use gift  cards they’ve received for Christmas. Dad 
might use his for a fruit tree in January or Mom 
might pick out fl owers for spring. Nobles gift  cards 
continue to give joy long aft er Christmas is over!
Any amount available and they never expire!

You can purchase in the store or at
noblesgreenhouse.com

Durand Driver, eighth grader 

Harris Johnson, 
eighth grader 

Anthony Powers, 
eighth grader 

Trevor Mares, 
eighth grader 

Jamarcus Smith, 
eighth grader 

Jamarcus Smith (#31) 
lays up for a basket.

Riverbend News photos by Rick Patrick, December 10, 2020 

New Year s  
Clearance 

Save over $600!

In stock, leather power sectional, 
Only 3 Left! 

Regular price $3165 
Now $2532 

Hurry before they re gone!

Morrell’s Lake City
SW Deputy J. Davis Lane

(386) 752-3910

Mattress Experts Lake City
3525 NW Bascom Norris Dr.

(386) 319-8016

Gainesville
3720 NW 13th St., Ste. 10A, 

(352) 269-0669
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Home improvements, repair, remodeling, finishing, 
floor to ceiling, homes, barns, fences, and more

Let us help you turn your home into your castle!

Castle Home Services
of Live oak, LLC

Office: 386-364-7097
Cell: 386-688-6629Mon.-Fr. 7-5

Sat. 7-1211860 E US 27
Branford, FL 32008

(386) 935-1544
Fax: (386) 935-3884

*Bonnie Farm Plans * Hunting & Casual Apparrel * Garden Seed & Supplies

392218-

RICK’S HOME SERVICES

Ricky White, Carpenter
386-249-4403 • Live Oak Fl

Decks • Metal Roof • Remodeling
• General Repair

T.W. Byrd’s Sons, Inc.

~ Timber Buyers ~

11860 E US 27
Branford, FL 32008

SUWANNEE VALLEY  
NURSING CENTER

427 N.W. 15th Avenue • Jasper, FL 32052  
(386) 792-1868

Administrator: Danny Williamson, RN, NHA

Comfortable home-life environment.

P: 386  294-3300 
F: 386  294-3301

Brittany Calafiore 
Admissions and Marketing Director 
Lafayette Nursing and Rehabilitation

512 W. Main St. 
Mayo, Fla. 32066

1541 Ohio Ave. S (Next to Walgreens)

MEET YOUR NEW 
FAVORITE DRINK!

LIVE OAK

Ichetucknee Family 
C a n o e  &  C a b i n s

SEE US FOR: 
• Camping • Tubing • Canoeing • Kayaking

(386) 497-2150 • (866) 224-2064
8587 SW Elm Church Rd • Fort White, FL 

www.ichetuckneecanoeandcabins.net



Gus Potsdamer (Pottsdammer) was born in 1853 
in Germany. He died on Friday, Jan. 4, 1918 and is 
buried in the Evergreen Cemetery in Jacksonville, 
Fla. 

Jacksonville Florida Times Union obit, Saturday, 
Jan. 5, 1918: Gus Potsdammer, 
63, a well-known resident of Live 
Oak, died in this city early 
yesterday morning, after an 
illness of over a year's duration. 
He was formerly Sheriff of 
Suwannee County and for many 
years was engaged in the 
undertaking business at Live 
Oak. The funeral took place 
yesterday afternoon, Rabbi I L 

Kaplan, of the Temple Ahavath Chesed officiating. 
The interment was in Temple cemetery. 

The 1880 Census for Suwannee County shows 
Gus Potsdamer at 26 years of age as working in 
Turpentine. He is a prisoner from Germany.  

Records show Gus Potsdamer to be the 
Suwannee County Sheriff from 1889 – 1893. Gus 
was a well-known and well-liked Undertaker in Live 
Oak for a number of years. REFERENCE: Several 
obituaries in the Live Oak Daily Democrat (1906 – 
1907). He was again appointed Sheriff of Suwannee 
County in 1913 and suspended in 1914.  

THE HUGHES MURDERERS 
The public hanging of Bob McCoy and Willie 

Hicks occurred on April 3, 1890 in Homerville, 
Clinch County, Ga.   The two men were tried and 
convicted of the double axe murder of William 
Hughes and Ellen Sellers Rice Hughes, an elderly 
couple of Dupont, Ga. The story of the murders and 
the pursuit of the killers were reported in newspapers 

from New York to California. Robert Saxton, a third 
party who aided in this inhuman act, was killed while 
resisting arrest, thus cheating the gallows of what he 
deserved. 

Hicks and McCoy were both captured by 
accident, as it were—that is to say, they were arrested 
for other crimes, and from a sense of guilt confessed 
their complicity in the Hughes murder.  

Hicks was in Jasper, Fla., one night and got into a 
cutting affray at a Negro candy pulling and was 
arrested by Constable William Hinton, to whom he 
confessed. 

Robert McCoy was arrested in Live Oak for 
carrying concealed weapons, by Sheriff "Gus" 
Potsdamer. Sheriff Potsdamer was himself an ex-
convict, having been sentenced and later pardoned for 
the murder of another sheriff. McCoy said to 

Potsdamer, "You have arrested me for something else 
than carrying a gun, and can't fool me in this way."  
"What else?" asked Potsdamer.  "For the Hughes 
murder," replied McCoy.  "And I was not by myself 
in that thing.  Robert Saxton and Bill Hicks helped 
me." 

A curious coincidence in the matter is that Sheriff 
Potsdamer, Constable Hinton and John P. Lanier had 
been trying for a couple of weeks to ferret out the 
criminals and by accident two of them almost fell 
bodily into the hands of their hunters. 

Join us next week for more Suwannee County 
history and be sure to like our Facebook page! 

Susan Coleman Fennell is a part of the 
Suwannee County Historical Commission & Museum, 
located at 208 Ohio Avenue North in Live Oak. She 
may be reached at suwanneehistorical@gmail.com.

Remembering Suwannee: Sheriff Potsdamer was an ex-convict

Susan Fennell
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By Starr Munro  
Riverbend News 

 
Lafayette County is not one of the most populated counties in the state 

of Florida. The county has a population 
of approximately 8,000 and less than 
2,000 call the small town of Mayo 
home. But the depth of its past is not 
told by how many citizens a place has, 
it's found in the history that is steeped 
in the land the people have lived on.

A blast from the past 
in Lafayette County 

Dale Baker was no stranger to the 
military lifestyle, growing up following his 
father around from state to state, and even 
to Germany during his childhood.  

Baker was born in Live Oak and 
eventually moved back after all 
of his adventures with his 
military father. After earning his 
AA degree at North Florida 
Community College, in 
Madison, Baker was drafted into 
the United States Army in 1969, 
at the young age of 20. After 
attending basic training in Ft. 
Benning, Ga., he was sent to 
Advanced Individual Training 
(AIT) in Ft. Polk, La.  

After training, Baker was 
sent to Vietnam as part of the 
173 Airborne Brigade as a 
paratrooper. While in Vietnam, he carried 
an M16 and M79 grenade launcher. 

After 13 months in Vietnam, Baker’s 
tour of duty ended and he returned home in 
December of 1970. 

Overall, Baker enjoyed being a 
paratrooper, mainly because he earned an 
extra $55 each month. “Some of the best 

times of my life 
were in Vietnam and 
so were some of the   
worst times,” said Baker.  

When he returned home, Baker 
applied for a job at Occidental, now 
known as Nutrien, in White Springs 
and began work almost immediately. 
Baker worked in the research lab for 
one year, the analytical lab for seven 
years, then moved to the 
environmental lab, where he worked 
for 35 years. 

Baker is thankful for his time in 
the service, but he is most thankful 
he was able to come back alive. 
“One time, on a six-man patrol, the 
point man tripped a landmine wire 
and everyone was injured except for 
me, because a boulder shielded me 

from the blast,” said Baker. “On many 
different occasions, I could’ve been killed. 
My fellow soldiers were killed, but I made 
it back.” 

Baker regards his cousin, James Buddy 
Cruise, a Korean War and Vietnam War 
Veteran, who was wounded three times in 
combat, as his hero. 

Hometown  Salute 

Dale Baker

Sponsored by:
OPEN  

WWW.DADDYSGUNSHOP.COM
(386) 294-1532 | daddysgunshop@gmail.com | 758A SE CR 340, Mayo, FL 32066

Guns • Archery • Knives • Gun Repair  
Ammo • Silencers/SuppressorsFFL &  

SOT

Mon. - Sat.,  
8 a.m. to 6 p.m

Photo courtesy of Florida Memory 
A group portrait of the Hart family, standing in front of their home in Lafayette County sometime 
in the 20th century.

Photo courtesy of Florida Memory 
Holmes Melton poses in a confederate uniform that 
belonged to his family at the 1956 Centennial in 
Mayo. 

Photo courtesy of Florida Memory 
Two young men sit on top of their horses in Lafayette County during a particularly bad flood of
the Suwannee River in 1928, the year of the infamous Okeechobee flooding when almost 2,000
people died. Circuit judge Hal W. Adams is shown on the left.

Photo courtesy of Florida Memory 
The "House of the Seven Gables," is an octagonal house that was inspired by the Nathaniel Haw-
thorne novel of the same name. It was designed by James Mitchell and built by Mack Koon in 
the 1880s and still stands today in Mayo. 



HAPPY NEW YEAR

By Danny Federico  
Riverbend News 

 
All of your favorite local 

businesses would like to wish 
you a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. Make sure to 
stay warm, safe and try not to 
crumble under holiday stress. 
If you feel your foundation 
cracking, like the walls of a 
gingerbread house, make sure 
to use lots of frosting!

Happy New Year from your local 
area businesses

By Shawn Jackson,  
Lafayette County UF IFAS 4-H Agent  
Contributor 

 
The start of a new year is a great opportunity to 

reflect upon not only the successes of the past year 
but also areas where behaviors need to be improved. 
This is nothing new for adults, but it can also be a 
time for adolescents or younger youth to reflect on 
their behaviors as well. For this to be a successful 
venture, here are a few guidelines to consider. 

The "I want this factor."  
Is the resolution important to the child? We all 

know how difficult it is to make behavior changes. 
This is increasingly so if one can not decisively say 
"I want this to happen!" When helping your child 

make a New Year's resolution, be sure it is 
something that is relevant to them. If not, make an 
attempt at helping them see the value of the 
resolution, but with out that strong desire to make 
the change, success is unlikely. 

Is it attainable?  
What we "want to be" and "what we can be" are 

not the same. This especially needs to be considered 
when helping a child make resolutions. For 
example, there probably are limits to how much 
money your child can earn or save. Setting a goal to 
make straight "A's" in every subject is very 
commendable, but is it realistic? A goal to improve 
grades in each subject or meet with the teacher for 
extra help until a desired grade is made may be 
more appropriate. Simply put, make resolutions that 
are realistic and possible. It's too overwhelming to 
start the goal with "what I want to be." When 
making the resolution, consider "what can I do?" 

Accountability and support.  
If possible, make a resolution that you and your 

child can work towards together. New Years 
resolutions to eat healthier and do more selfless acts 
for others are examples of behavior changes many 
are working towards, both young and old and can be 
done together. Not only can working together make 
the commitment to change more convenient, it may 
also be helpful in offering one another support and 
accountability. 

Make it specific.  
As previously stated, it can be difficult for 

youth to set and meet goals, especially when it 

comes to goals of saving 
or earning money. A 
specific goal of, "I will 
save 1 dollar a week from 
my allowance" or "I will 
do an extra job around the 
house each week and save 
half of my pay" is a 
resolution with a goal that 
is precise and simple to 
commit to. 

Recognize success.  
Everyone wants to 

celebrate the victory of success. Think not only 
about how you will celebrate, but how will you 
know when you have succeeded. In the goal setting 
strategy "SMART goals" the "M" stands for 
measurable. There should be an easy way to 
measure a specific goal. It may even be helpful to 
chart success. Kids find charts that are attached to 
the refrigerator very motivating partly because they 
are proud of their success and want it to be shared 
with their family. Adults may just need to use a 
calendar to monitor their success and ensure 
themselves that there is progress toward their goals 
and change is happening.  

The beginning of a New Year can be a great 
time for everyone, including youth to make positive 
behavior changes. Help your child identify those 
areas where improvements are needed and follow 
these simple guidelines to improve the odds of 
being successful.

Helping youth change behaviors with New Year's resolutions 

130 West Howard Street • Live Oak, FL 32064
Registered Land Surveyors

J. Sherman Frier, R.L.S.
Tim Alcorn, P.S.M. 

386-362-4629 • FAX: 386-362-5270

J. Sherman Frier & Associates

timalcorn@windstream.net 345363-1

Happy New Year  
Hamilton County Elected 

Officials

Mon.-Fri. 7am-5pm
Sat. 7am-1211860 E US 27

Branford, FL 32008
(386) 935-1544

Fax: (386) 935-3884

24/7 Fuel Depot 
We have Gasoline & Diesel Fuel

We Sell & Service 
Generators

BYRD’S 
POWER EQUIPMENT

Sales and Service
(Also Parts & Repairs)

All Makes and ModelsPole-
saws Chainsaws

390
245

-1

Happy New Year!

345392-1

SURREY 
PLACE

110 SE Lee Ave.
Live Oak, FL 32060

(386) 364-5961

345365-1

Sheriff 
Brian N. Lamb

and the
Lafayette County 

Sheriff ’s Office

“Wishes Everyone 
a safe and 

Happy New Year!”

203 Pinewood Way, SW Live Oak, FL
1150 NW Hwy 41 Ste 4, Jasper, FL 

Suwannee River Federal 
Credit Union

386-362-2225/386-792-2301
 1-888-441-3894 Toll-Free

suwanneeriverfcu.com
345771-1

(386) 362-1848 • Fax (386) 364-4661
937 Ohio Avenue North • Live Oak, Florida 32064

suwanneegraphics.com

345361-1

Suwannee
  graphics

 PRINTING • COPY SERVICE

Shawn Jackson
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FOR SALE

The deadline for classi-

fied ads is  

Monday at 3 p.m.  

Send all  

classifieds to  

classifieds@ 
riverbendnews.org. 

Classifieds  

are $20 for  

the first 20 words. After 

20 words, the price is 

then $15 per column 

inch.  

Classifieds and legals run  

in the  

newspaper and on our 

website.

12/23, 12/30 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
PUBLIC NOTICES

01/15/2021

12/16, 12/23, 12/30, 01/06

01/15/2021 

Positions available at 
North Florida College, 

Madison Fla.:  
Nurse Faculty; 

Director of Dual 
Enrollment.  

See www.nfc.edu  
for details. 

 
12/16, 12/23, 12/30

  01/15/2021

12/16, 12/23, 12/30, 01/06

Positions available at 
North Florida College, 
Madison, FL: Nurse 

Faculty; Coordinator 
of Nursing and Allied 

Health Special 
Projects; Senior Staff 
Assistant (Academic 

Affairs); Staff 
Assistant-Nursing 

and Allied Health See 
www.nfc.edu for 

details. 
 

12/23, 12/30

12/23, 12/30

RECEPTIONIST(FT), 
Green Point Research.  
Seeking personable, 

responsible and 
motivated individual to 
join our team. Will be 
required to answer 

phones, greet visitors. 
manage mail, 

shipping/receiving, and 
other duties. Must 

have HS 
Diploma/GED, ability to 
use computer, working 
knowledge of MS Word 

& Excel and good 
communication skills. 

EOE. 2+ years of 
relevant experience. 
Wages DOE. Submit 
resume via email to 

careers@greenpointre
search.com 

 
12/23, 12/30, 01/06

For Sale 
Four Cemetery plots in Live Oak Cemetery. 

$750.00 OBO 
Barbara Davis  
(386) 364-6616 

12/23,12/30,01/06, 01/13

Like us on 
Facebook!

www.facebook.com/
Riverbend-News-

103412694797300

HIRING!! 
Mayo Fertilizer in Lake 
City is hiring a fulltime 

truck dispatcher. 
Please apply in person 
at our office. Address: 

413 NE McCloskey 
Ave., Lake City, Fla., 

32055  
Phone: (386) 752-3155 

 
12/30

NOTICE OF 
INTENDED 

EMPLOYMENT AND 
REQUEST FOR 
APPLICANTS 

The Hamilton County 
Custodial Department 

gives notice of intent to 
fill available position: 
Custodian (40 hours 

per week) 
Salary ‐ $11 per hour 

Qualifications: 
‐ Knowledge of 

cleaning fluids and 
chemicals 

‐ Ability to prioritize 
tasks at hand 

‐ Ability to perform 
manual labor 

‐ Ability to work alone 
‐ Knowledge of floor 

maintenance and 
cleaning preferred 

‐ Must be able to pass 
drug screen and 

background check 
‐ Must have a valid 

Driver’s license 
Submit applications to: 

Hamilton County 
Coordinator’s Office 
1153 NW US HW 41 

Jasper, Fl. 32052 
(ph. 386‐792‐6639) 

By 4:30pm on January 
15, 2021 

 
12/30, 01/06

LEGAL NOTICE 
DEADLINE, MARCH 1, 2021 

THE DEADLINE FOR FILING APPLICATIONS FOR HOMESTEAD 
EXEMPTION AND AGRICULTURAL CLASSIFICATION IS MARCH 1, 
2021. IF YOU HAVE NOT FILED YOUR NEW APPLICATION WITH THE 
SUWANNEE COUNTY PROPERTY APPRAISER’S OFFICE, YOU MUST 
DO SO BETWEEN JANUARY 1st  AND MARCH 1st TO QUALIFY FOR 
YOUR HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION AND/OR AGRICULTURAL 
CLASSIFICATION AND ALL OTHER EXEMPTIONS. 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: RICKY GAMBLE, 
SUWANNEE COUNTY PROPERTY APPRAISER - 386-362-1385. 
 
OTHER AVAILABLE EXEMPTIONS: WIDOW, WIDOWER, DISABILITY, 
BLIND, VETERAN’S DISABILITY AND SENIOR’S, ETC. PLEASE 
CONTACT THE PROPERTY APPRAISER’S OFFICE FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION.  
 
SENIOR EXEMPTION (BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION TAX ONLY) 
FOR LOW INCOME SENIORS.  
 
A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE APPRAISER’S OFFICE WILL BE IN 
BRANFORD (502 SW SUWANNEE AVE) ON JANUARY 5th, JANUARY 
19th, FEBRUARY 2nd AND FEBRUARY 16th FROM 10:00 A.M. TO 3:30 
P.M. TO TAKE APPLICATIONS. 
 
 

REMEMBER 
 

IF YOU RECEIVED HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION AND/OR 
AGRICULTURAL CLASSIFICATION IN 2020, AND THERE HAVE BEEN 
NO CHANGES, YOU DO NOT NEED TO SIGN AND RETURN YOUR 
CARD, KEEP THE CARD YOU WERE MAILED AS YOUR RECEIPT. 
 
IF YOU PURCHASED THE PROPERTY IN THE YEAR 2020 AND 
RECEIVED THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION AND/OR AGRICULTURAL 
CLASSIFICATION FROM THE PREVIOUS OWNER, YOU MUST 
REAPPLY IN YOUR NAME FOR THE EXEMPTION OR 
CLASSIFICATION TO CONTINUE. 
 

12/30

12/16, 12/23

12/16, 12/23, 12/30, 01/06

12/16, 12/23, 12/30, 01/06

PUBLIC NOTICE 
The City of Live Oak is 
seeking applications 
from qualified 
candidates for full time 
Community 
Development Director. 
A full description of the 
requirements for this 
position may be 
requested via the 
City’s website: 
https://www.cityofliveoa
k.org/jobs, or by 
contacting Terry Reid, 
via e-mail at 
treid@cityofliveoak.org 
The City of Live Oak is 
an equal opportunity 
employer. 
 

12/30

Print Tablet Smartphone Computer+ + +
Subscribe Now! (386) 364-4141

“Bringing Local News Home”




